Teaching Research Skills to Science Research Students
Basic searching
Science Direct

Full text articles will be noted as a green document icon.
Abstract only will be noted as white.

Seek your teacher’s permission prior to requesting the full text.  These articles are an added charge. 

Use the advanced search feature.

Journal title = source title

A journal is a periodical

A source could be a periodical or it could be a book

Expert searching means you locate your keyterms in the subject or the abstract of the article, not just simply looking for your terms anywhere in the full text. 

Example:

Search for repetitive behavior in all fields. There are over 72,000 results. 

Now try it in quotes and only in the abstract. There are about 170 results.
You can limit the results even further by screening by type (journal, book or reference report) or by specific journal or by topic or by year of publication. 

Click on the button for open all previews. This option makes it easy to see your results with further detail. 

After selecting an article, it is usually better to email the article to yourself rather than printing it. These articles tend to be long. 

Proquest
If your first search fails to uncover a full text document in Science Direct, you should next try Proquest. This database may have the journal that is not available through Science Direct.
You should have a full citation. A full citation means you have the article title, the authors, the journal name, the issue and volume number, and the article date. 

Access Proquest from the library list of databases. You can enter a basic search query or you can use the publications tab to see if your journal is included. This is an easy way to locate your article. Locate the journal, then drill down to the issue and date. Then locate your article. Chances are that the article will be full text. 

Google Scholar

If your search fails in both databases, it is still worth a try to see if you can get a full text article using Google. The Google Scholar feature only searches for articles written for a scholarly audience.  It is possible that the professor who wrote the article has posted it to his/her own website. It would not have shown up in the database search. 

Locate your article by entering the title in quotes along with the author name. Here is an example: 

“the neurocinematics of film”  and uri hasson

You are hoping to locate the full text of the article from author’s website. Sometimes this works. 

Googling the author’s name also is good idea. You will be led to the author’s website or the organization of affiliation; usually a university.  If you can wait you can email the author to request a copy of the article be sent to you. This is a great way to establish a contact and also get the article for free. 

Google Books

Google has done an amazing job at scanning every book it can acquire. My suggestion is to enter the author’s name here to see what comes up. You many find alternative articles or references. 
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