


Introduction

Emergencies in schools are paramount issues that must be addressed 1n an expeditious and effective
manner. Districts are required to develop a district-wide school safety plan designed to prevent and
minimize the effects of serious incidents and emergencies and facilitate the coordination of the district
with local and county resources in the event of such incidents or emergencies. This district-wide plan is
responsive to the needs of all schools within the district and is consistent with the more detailed
emergency school plans required at the building level. Districts stand the risk from a wide variety of acts
of violence, natural and man-made disasters. To address these threats, the State of New York has enacted
the Sate Schools Against Violence in Education (SAVE) law. Project SAVE is a comprehensive planning
effort that addresses prevention, response and recovery with respect to a variety of emergencies in
schools. Southern Westchester BOCES, in coordination with Byram Hills School District, supports the
SAVE legislation and intends to facilitate the planning process. The Superintendent of Schools
encourages and advocates on-going district-wide cooperation and support of Project SAVE.

Section I: Planning Guidelines

A. Purpose

The Byram Hills School District-Wide Emergency Response Plan was developed pursuant to
Commissioner's Regulation 155.17. At the direction of the Byram Hills Board of Education, the
Superintendent of Schools of the Byram Hills School District appointed a District-Wide Safety
Team and charged it with the development of and maintenance of the District Safety Plan.

B. Team lIdentification

The Byram Hills School District created a District-Wide Safety Team consisting of, but not limited
to, representatives of the Board of Education, students, teachers, administrators, representative of a
parent organization, school safety personnel, and other school personnel. In addition, each building
maintains a School Safety Team to address emergencies and crises. The membership of this
building-level team is comprised of the school's administration, pupil services staff, teachers,
custodian, nurse, and other key members of the staff.

C. Concepts of Operation

1. The District-Wide Emergency Response Plan will be directly linked to the individual
Emergency Response Plans for each building. The District-Wide Emergency Response Plan
will guide the development and implementation of building level Emergency Response Plans.

2. Inthe event of an emergency or violent incident, the initial response at an individual school
will be by the School Safety Team.

3. Once the Superintendent of Schools and his/her designee is notified, the District-Wide Safety
Team will be mobilized to support the school and, when appropriate, local emergency officials
will be notified.

D. Plan Review and Public Comment

1. The District-Wide Emergency Response Plan shall be monitored and maintained by the
District-Wide Safety Team and be reviewed annually on or before July 1 of each year.
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Section 1I:

Pursuant to the Commissioner's Regulation 155.17 (e)(3), this plan will be made available for
public comment 30 days prior to adoption. The district plan may be adopted by the Board of
Education only after at least one public hearing that provides for the participation of school
personnel, parents, students, and any other interested parties. The plan must be formally
adopted by the Board of Education at a public meeting.

Building-level Emergency Response Plans shall be confidential and shall not be subject to
disclosure under Article 6 of Public Officers Law or any other provision of law in accordance
with Education Law Section 2801-a. Full copies of the District-Wide Emergency Response
Plan and any amendments will be submitted to the State Education Department within 30 days
of adoption. Building-level Safety and Emergency Response Plans will be supplied to both
local and state police within 30 days of adoption/revision.

General Emergencv Response Planning

A. Identification of potentially dangerous / hazardous sites

1.

Each School will identify and locate areas of potential emergencies in and around its building.
The Director of School Facilities, Operations & Maintenance and building custodians will
locate and map these sites. These sites are to include electrical, gas, heating, ventilation, water
supply and sewage systems' locations and shut-offs. Representatives of Southern Westchester
BOCES and local fire department personnel have assisted in these efforts.

These locations will be listed in each school's Emergency Response Plan and placed in
building maps supplied to police, fire, EMS, and district personnel.

Potentially dangerous sites will be checked regularly and inspected by safety personnel
annually. They include, but are not limited to:

a. System Sites

* Electrical panels/shut off *  Qas lines/shut off

= QGas appliances = Heating plant

* Sewage system * Structural failure

* Ventilation/air conditioning = Water supply/shut off

b. . Environmental Problem Sites

Chemical storage

» Paper supply storage

= Science rooms and labs
Cleaning supplies

C. Site Considerations

= [solated areas near the school =  Nearby streams, ponds, and rivers
=  Steep areas near school »  Unprotected exterior gas/electric, AC
= Playground =  Supplies or equipment



District response to emergency situations

1.

b2

The district procedure for school cancellation is that the Superintendent of Schools confers
with the Supervisor of Transportation and/or other personnel and will commence a phone and
email "blast" utilizing the NTI system. Announcements are also placed on local radio, TV
stations and the Byram Hills website.

The district procedure for early dismissal (go home) is that the Superintendent of Schools
confers with the Supervisor of Transportation and will commence a phone and email "blast"
utilizing the NTI system. Principals do not leave the building until notified by the Supervisor
of Transportation that routes have been completed. Announcements are also placed on local
radio stations and the Byram Hills website.

Procedures for evacuation are found in the building-level Emergency Response Plan. The
evacuation procedures vary from school to school and from situation to situation. Plans
include transportation available for evacuations as well as pedestrian evacuations.

Procedures for Sheltering-in-Place are found in the building-level Emergency Response Plans.
The procedures vary from school to school and from situation to situation. Weather safety
zones are designated in each building.

Each building has identified an off-site evacuation facility to be used in the event of
emergencies when transportation is not available. These are included in each building's

Emergency Response Plan.

All procedures will include provisions for parental notifications which have been developed by
building-level Safety Teams and are included in each building's Emergency Response Plan.

Emergencies include, but are not limited to:

* Bomb Threat *  Lockdown/Lockout
* Bus Accident » Medical Emergency
= Child Abuse = Nuclear Emergency
= Criminal Offenses » Pandemic Flu

= Death (Staff and/or Student) = Severe Weather

= Evacuation = Sexual Harassment

» Fire/Explosion = Shelter-in-Place

= Hazardous Materials (Hazmat) = Suspicious Items

= Intruder/Hostage » Terrorist Threat

= Kidnapping/Abduction

Personnel and medical equipment / supply list

1.

A list of district personnel available in emergency situations is maintained at the central office,
as well as at each building. This list includes positions such as administrators, nurses, pupil
services personnel, custodians, etc., who can provide specific supports in emergency
situations.

A list of emergency medical equipment and supplies is maintained in each building.

A list of all communication devices is in each building's Emergency Response Plan.






























