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Beginning on April 19, 2021, we will be increasing our student in-

person participation and implementing new cohorts for our seventh - 

twelfth-grade students. Please be assured that these new cohorts and 

modifications will allow us to still maintain our current safety protocols 

while giving more students the opportunity to be in the building. 

•	 Each grade (7th - 12th grade) will be divided into five cohorts. (A-C, 
D-G, H-L, M-R, S-Z) Previously we had two cohorts (A-K, L-Z). 

•	 Each cohort will be scheduled to attend in-person instruction three 
times during a five-day period. 

•	 This new structure will also make it possible for all students to have 
at least one day with every other cohort. 

•	 The days assigned to each cohort will remain the same for the rest
      of this school year.

•	 Students who are currently attending in-person instruction every day 
will continue to do so. 

•	 Students must attend in-person instruction with their cohort. 

Unfortunately, cohort exemptions cannot be made at this time.

The updated rotation schedule can be found at the end of this issue of 

FOCUS. 

COHORT HYBRID ROTATION UPDATE

On April 30th, BHHS will welcome back all students from the Class 

of 2021 to experience one last day together in the building. Members 

from each senior cohort will be able to attend classes on that day 

leading up to the Senior BBQ. In order to create enough space to 

accommodate all of our seniors, students in grades 9-11 will be working 

remotely on that day. Students will follow their regular schedules on 

that day. (White Day)

SYDNEY LEVY RECEIVES
ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL 
YOUTH AWARD

Congratulations to Byram Hills 

junior, Sydney Levy, selected to 

receive the 2021 St. Vincent’s 

Hospital Youth Award. This 

prestigious award honors local 

high school students who best 

exemplify St. Vincent’s Hospital’s 

mission and lifelong volunteering.  

 

“Passionate about health care, 

Sydney has volunteered at 

Blythedale Children’s Hospital and 

Northern Westchester Hospital in 

unique ways showing dedication, 

creativity, and a genuine 

orientation toward charity and 

serving the needs of others,” said 

Gregory Quirolo, Byram Hills High 

School Counselor. 

 

Although there will not be 

a traditional ceremony held 

in person this year, Sydney’s 

accomplishments will be 

acknowledged through the U.S. 

Congressional Certificate of 

Achievement and the St. Vincent’s 

Presidential Certificate.

THE SENIOR CLASS OF 2021 WELCOMED BACK
ON APRIL 30TH

Friday, April 30th 
- Senior BBQ

Thursday, June 17th 
- Part 1: Field Day
- Part 2: Movie Night

Friday, June 18th
- Prom at BHHS 

 

Monday, June 21st
- Graduation Tribute at SUNY  		
   Purchase
 
Tuesday, June 22nd
- Graduation Ceremonies at BHHS
  Ceremonies: 12PM, 2PM, 4PM
  & 6PM

SENIOR EVENTS



Congratulations to Ben 
Stanzione, Danielle Freedman, 
Morgan Aronsky, and Sarah 
Thielmann on being showcased 
in the Peters Valley’s 11th Annual 
Student Exhibition from April 
11th-May 9th!  A reception was 
held via Zoom on Sunday, April 
11 at 3:00 pm EST and featured 
a slideshow of all the pieces. 
CLICK HERE to view the gallery.

STUDENT ART SHOW

In celebration of Earth Week, 
the Byram Hills Sustainability 
Initiative, in partnership with 
the Sustainability Committee, 
is hosting a districtwide spent 
battery and light bulb collection 
drive April 19th - April 23rd.  
Batteries and light bulbs should 
never be disposed of in the 
trash as they can leach harmful 
chemicals and heavy metals 
into the ground and water 
supply.  Instead, batteries and 
light bulbs should be recycled.  
Please send in your spent 
household batteries and light 
bulbs with your child to be 
properly disposed of during 
Earth Week.  We are accepting 
all types of batteries and light 
bulbs (EXCEPT for car batteries).  
If you need assistance, please 
contact Courtney Bogren at 
cbogren@byramhills.org.

EARTH WEEK/
SUSTAINABILITY 
INITIATIVE

The Cancer Symposium is now 
available on the high school page 
of the district’s website.  This virtual 
event includes speakers from a 
variety of local organizations that 
specialize in the research, treatment, 
and prevention of cancer, along with 
those that offer support services.  
The Youth Against Cancer club 
hopes that the local community will 
benefit from this interview-style 
program and will pass on the link 
to anyone who might appreciate its 
contents.

YAC PRESENTS CANCER
EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

Self Confidence - A feeling of 
trust in a student’s own abilities, 
qualities, and judgment. Studies 
have shown that students who 
have a higher degree of self-
confidence, have higher scholastic 
achievement than those with low 
self-confidence. Parents can help 
improve a student’s self-confidence 
by encouraging their children to 
step out of their comfort zone and 
embracing mistakes. Another easy 
way to build self-confidence is to 
help students own their mistakes 
and reflect on how they can grow 
from them.

APRIL SOFT SKILL

The Byram Hills Mock Trial Team 
picked up two wins over the 
last month and now moves on 
to the County Finals which will 
take place on April 15th against 
Scarsdale High School.  This will 
be the second time in two years 
that Byram Hills will appear in 
the finals.  In 2019, the team took 
home the winning trophy.   

The veteran core of the team 
consists of John D’Avanzo, Lily 
Deitelzweig, Chloe Weissman 
Jordyn Bernard, Elaina Piecyk, 
Drew Siskin and Mia Dittrich.  
John, Lily, Chloe, and Elaina 
competed in the county finals 
in 2019.   All the seniors bring 
experience and enthusiasm to 
every trial.  This year’s squad has 
been bolstered by sophomores 
Max Teitelbaum and Isabella 
Stillman along with freshmen 
Jacob Fenster, Jon Manowitz, 
and Zach Pero.

In the quarter-finals, on March 
28th the team faced off against 
Blind Brook, the #3 seed.  In 
the trial, lawyer Mia Dittrich 
paved the way to a four point 
victory.  She received support 
from veteran witnesses Jordyn 
Bernard, Chloe Weissman, and 
Drew Siskin, and lawyers Max 
Teitelbaum and Zach Pero.

The semi-finals took place on 
April 8th against The Leffell 
School, the #2 seed.  John 
D’Avanzo, a two-year captain 
joined forces with Mia and Max 
as lawyers.  Chloe, Jordyn, 
and Drew played witnesses in 
this trial.  Each of Byram Hills’ 
participants delivered a near-
perfect performance which 
resulted in a 12 point margin of 
victory.  We wish them good luck 
in the County Finals on April 15th.

THE MOCK TRIAL TEAM 
ADVANCES TO COUNTY 
FINALS

The much anticipated Junior 
Driver Registration will be available 
on the High School website on 
Monday, April 26th.  To facilitate 
the process, please have saved to 
your device a copy of your driver’s 
license and the 2021 Junior Parking 
Acknowledgement, available as a 
link in the form description of the 
Junior Parking Registration Google 
Form.  Junior drivers may begin 
driving to school on Monday, May 
3rd.  Please drive safely!

JUNIOR DRIVING 
INFORMATION

https://www.petersvalleygallery.org/collections/high-school-student-exhibition-2021
mailto:cbogren@byramhills.org
https://www.petersvalleygallery.org/collections/high-school-student-exhibition-2021


The Library@BHHS offers 
full text coverage of Chicago 
Tribune, Los Angeles Times, 
New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, and The Washington 
Post through the database 
ProQuest. One database allows 
you to search for news articles 
from each of these publications. 
Read today’s news live. All 
articles are downloadable and 
include citing formats.  The 
coverage is full text from 1980. 
Faculty and students have direct 
access when in the building. 
Username and passwords are 
necessary to access remotely. 
Contact the Librarian@BHHS for 
more information.

LIBRARY NEWS If you or a family member are 
interested in participating in any  
interested in participating in any of 
these studies or finding out more 
about them, please contact the ASR 
Director, Mrs. Stephanie Greenwald 
at sgreenwald@byramhills.org.

As events like spring sports and 
the big theatrical show are pushed 
back further in this unusual year, 
we would like to be able to include 
more of them in the yearbook. 
Therefore, as last year, yearbooks 
will be mailed to students’ homes in 
the summer. We encourage you to 
order your yearbook now. The cut-
off date for receiving a book in the 
mail will likely be the end of May. 
Buy your BHHS yearbook here: 
Yearbookforever.com.

YEARBOOK UPDATES

The ASR Program has a number 
of different research studies 
that are about to get underway. 
Members of the community have 
the ability to participate in a few 
of the studies being conducted 
by our students. These studies 
include: 

A study of the effects of group 
music training on sibling dyads: 
a virtual experiment for 6 - 
9-year-old siblings. 

A study of adolescent usage 
and perceptions of e-cigarettes 
since the outbreak of Covid-19: 
an online survey for high school 
students

A study of personality and 
people’s attachment to animals: 
an online survey for children 
above 14 and adults of any age

The effects of storytelling and 
story reading on the executive 
function of fourth-graders: a 
virtual experiment for fourth-
grade students

SCIENCE RESEARCH 
STUDY PARTICIPATION 
OPPORTUNITIES QUALITY CONTENT

Saturday April 17th

- ACT Test

Monday April 19th

- New Cohort Schedule Begins

Tuesday April 20th

- Principal’s Coffee @ 9:00 am

  Google Meet Link 

- Board of Education Meeting  		

  & Adoption of Budget @ 7:30pm 

  Livestream location:

  BobcatTV.org/boelivestream

Thursday April 22nd

- Budget Information Meeting

  @ 9:30 am

- Earth Day

Tuesday April 27th

- Mu Alpha Theta Ceremony

  @ 7pm - Livestream location:

  ByramHills.org/bhhs

- Athletic Senior Signing Day

  @ 2:30 pm - Livestream location:   	

  ByramHills.org/bobcatstream

  

Wednesday April 28th

- Pool Testing

Friday April 30th

- Last Day for Seniors

- Grades 9-11: Remote Learning

- Grade 12: In-Person

- Senior BBQ 

UPCOMING 
ATHLETIC 
EVENTS

UPCOMING DATES

https://sites.google.com/a/byramhills.net/library-bhhs/
https://www.proquest.com/usmajordailies?accountid=34789
mailto:lnardone@byramhills.org
mailto:sgreenwald%40byramhills.org?subject=
http://Yearbookforever.com
https://youtu.be/-Bprk779Kjw
http://meet.google.com/zje-heup-hov
http://BobcatTV.org/boelivestream
http://ByramHills.org/bhhs
http://ByramHills.org/bobcatstream
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics
https://youtu.be/mwRqUSw0lAA
https://youtu.be/tANlnpsRc54


March 15 A-K A-K A-K L-Z L-Z
3/22 A-K A-K L-Z L-Z L-Z
3/29 Spring Break
4/5 A-K A-K A-K L-Z LZ
4/12 A-K A-K L-Z L-Z L-Z
4/19 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
4/26 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
5/3 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
5/10 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
5/17 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
5/24 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ Memorial Day Memorial Day
5/31 Memorial Day Memorial Day AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
6/7 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR AC/DG/SZ AC/MR/SZ HL/MR/SZ
6/14 AC/DG/HL DG/HL/MR Finals Regents Finals
6/21 Finals Regents Regents Regents

UPDATED ROTATION SCHEDULE



April 2021 - Focus
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Regular Athletic Schedule

Spring Recess
Schools Closed/Offices
Open

2
No Athletic Games or
Practices
Spring Recess
Good Friday
Schools & Offices Closed

3
No Athletic Games or
Practices

4

Easter
Last Day of Passover

5 - Black

Schools Reopen

6 - Red 7 - Hills
Pool Testing

BHEF Board of Directors
Mtg. @ DO 7 pm

8 - Navy

Registration Deadline for
5/8 SAT

9 - White 10

11 12 - White

Ramadan Begins

13 - Navy
Hang Up & Drive (virtual) 10:30
am

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am

Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget
Hearing IV, 7:30 pm

14 - Hills
Pool Testing

15 - Red 16 - Black 17

ACT Test

18 19 - White
New Cohort Schedule Begins

20 - Navy
Principal’s Coffee 9 am

End of 3rd Quarter

Board of Ed. Mtg. & Adoption of
Budget 7:30 pm

21 - Hills

Pool Testing

22 - Red

Earth Day

23 - Black 24

25 26 - Black 27 - Red
Mu Alpha Theta Ceremony  7
pm (virtual)

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am

28 -Hills

Pool Testing

29 - Navy 30 - White
Gr 9-11 Remote

Gr 12 In Person

Last Day for Seniors

Senior BBQ



http://byramhills.org/bobcatstream


https://forms.gle/Exg2KWpi4PVuVDaP7


YOUTH TASK FORCE 
When: Every first Tuesday of the month from 4:30

to 5:30PM via ZOOM.

LEARN AND STRENGTHEN LEADERSHIP SKILLS & MEET
STUDENTS FROM OTHER SCHOOLS WHILE PROMOTING

POSITIVE HEALTH MESSAGES THROUGH VARIOUS SOCIAL
MEDIA PLATFORMS

BE A POSITIVE INFLUENCER FOR
YOUR COMMUNITY  

Discussions,  speakers,activities &
more!

Earn

community

service hours!

CONTACT 
ALYSSA CIMINO 

a.cimino@sascorp.org



Successes, Barriers and Lessons Learned

WESTCHESTER COALITION FOR
DRUG AND ALCOHOL FREE

YOUTH 

Learn From Community and Youth
Leaders about Underage Drinking in

Westchester County

APRIL 21, 2021 VIA ZOOM 
4:00 - 5:00 PM 

Register on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/town-hall-
meeting-tickets-149143808145

Link will be sent day before event 
Questions: (914) 332-1300 
a.cimino@sascorp.org

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/town-hall-meeting-tickets-149143808145

