


CONGRATULATIONS
TO REGENERON

SEMIFINALISTS

Byram Hills is proud to announce
that six members of the class of
2021 have been recognized as top
scholars in the 80th Regeneron
Science Talent Search, one of

the most prestigious science and
math competitions in the nation.
These students were chosen from
a pool of 1,760 students. To date,
Byram Hills has 123 semi-finalists,
of which 20 went on to become
finalists.

Regeneron awards each
semifinalist and their school
$2,000 to support ongoing
research. On January 21st,
these students will have the
opportunity to become one of
40 finalists of the Regeneron
Science Talent Search. During
these challenging times, their
determination and resilience
should serve as an inspiration to
us all.

Congratulations to Olivia Canter,
Mia Dittrich, Bailey Goldstein,
Ali Hafez, Jared llan, and Raquel
Kanner.

Olivia Canter: Birds of a feather
age together: Telomere dynamics
and social behavior predicts
lifespan in female Japanese Quail.

Mia Dittrich: Epigenetic editing of
Cdk5 leads to sexually dimorphic
stress responses.

Bailey Goldstein: Investigating
differences in the relaxation

of non-photochemical quenching
and its implications for crop
photosynthetic efficiency.

Ali Hafez: Using artificial neural
networks to accurately simulate
carbon nanotube field-effect
transistors.

Jared llan: Modulus of elasticity of
the ideal decellularized plant
material scaffold for the
production of cultured meat.

Raquel Kanner: How do others
perceive me? An exploration of
the influence of self-disclosure
statements on viewer perceptions
of emerging adults who stutter.

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION FOR

SENIORS

Seniors were emailed a Google
form from Mr. Walsh on December
8th regarding graduation
information. This information is
important to capture details for
their diplomas and cap and gown
sizing. Please check with your
student to make sure they have
filled out the google form.

Any questions please reach out to
Lisa Fanelli (Ifanelli@byramhills.
net) in the principal’s office.

SPEECH & DEBATE

TEAM UPDATE

During the week we came back
to school, the Byram Hills Speech
Team competed (virtually) in

the Winston Churchill Speech
and Debate Classic. Amelia
Chung reached the Semi-Finals
in Informational Speech, while
Sarah Karoff finished 7th in Prose
Speech! Sarah’s finish earned
her a bid to the prestigious
Tournament of Champions held
this spring.

The Speech and Debate team will
continue to meet and compete
virtually during the second
semester and new students are
ALWAYS welcome to join us.
Please contact Mr. Andriello via
email tandriello@byramhills.org,
or stop by room, 205.

GUIDANCE TIPS

Please view the bi-monthly
Advisor Newsletter for helpful
information including the Course
Selection Website. LINK TO
NEWSLETTER.

SAMANTHA MILEWICZ ACCEPTED INTO

NAHS EXHIBITION

Congratulations Samanthal The
submission titled: My Life Matters
Too was accepted into the 2021
NAHS/NJAHS Juried Exhibition.
There were 1,187 submissions and 93
works selected for inclusion in the
exhibition. Representatives from 8
member schools of the Association
of Independent Colleges of Art and

Design (AICAD) participated as jurors.
The virtual exhibit opened on Monday,

January 11, 2021. CLICK HERE to see
the juried exhibit.
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BYRAM’S GOT TALENT

BENEFIT CONCERT

On January 12th, Byram Hills
High School presented its annual
Byram’s Got Talent benefit
concert, hosted by the One
World and Youth Against Cancer
clubs. The concert itself is free
for your viewing pleasure and
can be accessed from byramhills.
org/bhhs. We do hope that you
will make a donation, however,
to gain the right to vote for the
program’s top act. There is a
suggested donation amount,

but any and all contributions are
acceptable, appreciated, and will
give you a say in the outcome.
(The winner will receive a free
prom ticket!) Proceeds from
your donations will be distributed
to various local and global
charities including those that
fight the scourge of cancer. A
link to the voting form will be
sent to you within 24 hours of
your contribution. Thank you in
advance from One World and
YAC |

Anyone who would like to
contribute to the Youth

Against Cancer and One World
Organizations may do so through
a mypaymentsplus account. (If
you don’t already have one, it’s
very easy to create. Just go to
mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
and hit Register Now. Proceeds
will go towards a variety of
charitable organizations including
those that are engaged in the
fight against cancer.

Here are your instructions should
you choose to donate:

* Login to your mypaymentsplus
account.

+ Click on EVENTS AND
ACTIVITIES.

+ Click on DONATION.

* Click on your NAME.

* Click on the designated event.

* After choosing a donation
amount, add to cart and

proceed to checkout.

« Allink to the voting form will be
provided within 24 hours.

* Thank you all for your ongoing
support. Whether you donate or
not, we hope you will tune in to
the show.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM

TUTORIAL FOR PARENTS

Please click on the link to access
the Google Classroom Tutorial
specifically for parents. This
tutorial will give parents a

better understanding of all of

the features and uses of Google
Classroom for academic purposes
at BHHS.

EMOTIONAL WELLNESS

SUPPORT TEAM

The Emotional Wellness Support
Team is composed of our school’s
two School Psychologists,

our School Social Worker and
Student Assistance Counselor.
We work every day to put our
minds and resources together to
best serve our students, families
and school community during
this difficult time and beyond.
Please see our new homepage

that can be found on the BHHS
website. Parent consults are
welcome and encouraged.

byramhills.org/emotional-
wellness-support-team

YEARBOOK UPDATES

School Picture Retakes

An additional school picture
retake day has been scheduled
for students in grades 9-11,
including students who

are learning remotely. On
Wednesday, January 20,
Lifetouch will be back from
1:30-3:30. Students who need
a retake should report to the
cafeteria during that time.
Remote students are invited to
come in after 2pm, when most
of the in-school students will
have left for the day. Social
distancing procedures will be
in place. This will be the final
retake opportunity of the 2020-21
school year for grades 9-11.

Final Senior Portrait Date

On Friday, March 5, Prestige
Portraits will be returning for

one last time to photograph any
senior who still needs a senior
portrait for the yearbook. The
photographer will be in the
cafeteria from 2pm to 8pm. Entry
to the school will be through the
front doors by the main office. To
schedule a portrait session, go to
prestigeportraits.com.

Order a Yearbook

Order the historic 2021 yearbook
now! Go to yearbookforever.com
and enter our school name to get
started. Several personalization
options are available. For custom
namestamping, the order
deadline is January 30.
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PARENT & TEACHER
TRAINING FOR THE

BHCSD INTERVIEW
COMMITTEE

Each year, the Byram Hills Central
School District establishes
interview teams for the hiring of
teachers and administrators. The
District has been very successful
in hiring and retaining excellent
teachers and administrators as

a result of teacher and parent
committee participation.

Gina Cunningham, Assistant
Superintendent for Human
Resources, will be offering two
virtual sessions for parents and
teachers to attend a training
session in order to be part of a
hiring committee in the future.

If interested, please e-mail
Laura Coughlan at lcoughlan@
byramhills.org with one of the
following session dates:

Session 1:
Thursday, February 4th
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM

or

Session 2:
Tuesday, March 2nd
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM

JANUARY SOFT SKILL

Grit: According to psychologist
Angela Duckworth, grit is defined
as a distinct combination of
passion, resilience, determination,
and focus that allows a person

to maintain the discipline

and optimism to persevere in
their goals even in the face of
discomfort, rejection, and a lack
of visible progress for years, or
even decades. To read more about
why kids need grit, please see
this excellent ARTICLE by Jenny
Williams.

SUSTAINABILITY

INITIATIVE

62,605! That is the number of
water bottles that were sold in the
high school cafeteria during the
last full school year. As we ring in
2021, the Byram Hills Sustainability
Initiative asks that you make a
resolution to live more sustainably.
While sustainable actions come

in all shapes and sizes, we want

to encourage the Byram Hills
community to adopt one small
practice that will have a huge
return. Switch to a reusable water
bottle. Please see our letter at the
end of the Focus.

QUALITY CONTENT

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday January 18th

- Martin Luther King Day
(Schools & Offices Closed)

- Regular Athletic Schedule

Tuesday January 19th
- Board of Education Meeting
Budget Hearing | @ 7:30 pm

Wednesday January 20th

- School Counselling Discussion
Group @ 9 am

- Learning Communities

Thursday January 28th
- CH.I.L.D. Evening Event
7 pm

Friday January 29th
- End of 1st Semester

UPCOMING
ATHLETIC
EVENTS
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10

17

24

31

Monpay

4 - White

Schools Reopen

11 - White

18

Regular Athletic Schedule

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Schools & Offices Closed

25 - Black

January 2021 - Focus

Tuespay

5 - Navy

12 - Navy
Principal’s Coffee 9 am
Byram’s Got Talent/One
World Benefit 7 pm

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30
am

BHEF Board of Directors
Mtg. @ DO 7 pm

19 - Red

Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget
Hearing 1, 7:30 pm

26 - Red

WEDNESDAY

6 - Hills

13 - Hills

20 - Hills

School Counseling
Discussion Group 9 am

27 - Hills

THURSDAY FrIDAY

1

No Athletic Games or
Practices

New Year’s Day
Schools & Offices
Closed

7 - Red 8 - Black

Registration Deadline
for 2/6 ACT

14 - Red 15 - Black

21 - Navy 22 - White

29 - White

End of 1st Semester

28 - Navy

C.H.L.L.D. Evening Event 7
pm

SATURDAY

2

Regular Athletic
Schedule

16

23

30



YEARBOOK AD ORDER INFORMATION

Dear Family and Friends of the Class of 2021,

Create a lasting tribute to your graduating senior in the IMPORTANT YEARBOOK DATES

yearbook! An online submission process will enable you January 30: Last day to order a yearbook with
to upload your text and pictures electronically and pay imprinted namestamp

online using a credit card, debit card or Paypal. The February 1: Final deadline for Senior
yearbook staff will then download your materials and Tribute orders. After 2/1. ads will incur a late
create a beautiful custom ad. You will receive a proof to charge and will be acce;:)ted if there is space
review and approve before it goes to press. available.

Go to www.yearbookforever.com and enter our school March 5: FINAL Senior Portrait Date, 2-8pm,
name to get started. Remember to order the yearbook Cafeteria

while you're there!

Senior Tribute Packages and Prices

Size Package | Number of Photos allowed Text (characters, not | Regular Price Late Price*
including spaces) (now to 2/1) (after 2/1)
Full A 1 Large and up to 9 small photos 600 $350 $400
Full B 1 Large and up to 7 small photos 1,000 $350 $400
Half @ 1 Large and up to 6 small photos 350 $175 $225
Half D 1 Large and up to 4 small photos 600 $175 $225
Quarter E 1 Large and up to 3 small photos 350 $100 $150

*Space permitting

The examples shown are intended to serve
as a general guide. Placement of pictures,
text, name and graphics will be determined
by designers based on photographs and
text submitted. Photos will be reproduced in
color, but you are wlecome to submit black
and white images.

Because of copyright regulations, we
cannot accept any Prestige Portrait

proofs for tributes. You must purchase the
photograph from Prestige Portraits if you
want to include it in your tribute. If you email
us the image number, we can request a
digital version.

FINAL TRIBUTE ORDER DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 1, 2021  Questions? email Arch21@byramhills.net
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ATTENTION: 9TH
GRADE PARENTS

IS YOUR 9TH GRADER INTERESTED IN
BECOMING A POSITIVE INFLUENCER?
MRS. PAGAN, STUDENT ASSISTANCE
COUNSELOR, WILL BE INVITING 9TH
GRADERS TO PARTICIPATE IN A
GREAT OPPORTUNITY DURING THEIR
LUNCH PERIOD

WHAT: A 7-week program to learn about
being a positive influence at BHHS
WHEN: During students' remote lunch
WHERE: Virtual Google Meet

HOW: If interested, please fill out this form:
https://forms.gle/xejSdxRAG6fHNdZ g7

Bernice C. Pagan, LMSW
Student Assistance Counselor
914-273-9200 ext. 4943
bpagan@byramhills.net
Room 100B




Greetings Byram Hills Community,

We hope your holiday was filled with warmth and cheerful celebration. We are the Byram Hills
Sustainability Initiative, a club that is dedicated to improving the environment and advocating for
positive change and improvement of our school’s sustainability practices. As we ring in 2021 we
ask that you make a resolution to live more sustainably. While sustainable actions come in all
shapes and sizes, we want to encourage the Byram Hills community to adopt one small practice
that will have a huge return. Switch to a reusable water bottle. Not only will the change have
tremendous environmental implications, but it will also save you money.

Did you know that 62,605 plastic bottles were sold in the cafeteria during the 2018-2019 school
year (the most current year for which this type of data is available)? That staggering figure,
while down nearly 2,200 water bottles from the previous school year, amounts to an average of
79 bottles of water consumed per student, totaling approximately $109.00 spent over the course
of the school year.

According to conservative estimates, it can take 450 years for a single-use plastic water bottle to
decompose. In that time they crowd landfills. The introduction of water to the landfill through
rain and snowmelt absorbs the water-soluble plastic compounds creating a toxic soup called
leachate. This toxic stew seeps into groundwater, soil, streams, and eventually makes its way to
our oceans. The effects of the breakdown of single-use plastics poison ecosystems and even our
own food supply. The consequences of single-use plastic are dire, but the solution is simple and
it starts with you- with us.

What better time to adopt a new habit than in the new year? Switch to a reusable water bottle
and help heal the planet. Together we can reduce our impact by tens of thousands of water
bottles per year, and save money while doing so. New year, new habit. Happy 2021.

Sincerely,
The Byram Hills Sustainability Initiative



