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FOUR SENIORS SELECTED AS REGENERON SEMIFINALISTS

Congratulations to the four Byram Hills High 

School seniors selected as top scholars in the 

renowned Regeneron Science Talent Search. 

Derek Araki-Kurdyla, Edith Bachmann, 
Sydney Levy, and Emily Pizzorusso are among 

the 300 students who will continue to the next 

round of the prestigious math and science 

competition. The Byram Hills students were 

recognized for their independent scientific 

research conducted in the school’s three-year 

Authentic Science Research Program.  To 

read more about their work and this amazing 

accomplishment, please CLICK HERE.

CONGRATULATIONS ALYSSA MARGOLIN

MEET OUR NEW SOCIAL WORKER ALLISON MUELLE

We would like to welcome our new Social Worker, Ms. 
Allison Muelle to Byram Hills High School. Ms. Muelle 

has an extensive background supporting students’ 

social-emotional wellness as well as helping families 

access important resources.  We are excited for her 

to join our community and to be part of our pupil 

personnel team.  Please click the thumbnail below to 

view her welcome video.  Her office is located across 

from the copy room in room 116B.  If you have any 

questions for her, she can be reached at amuelle@

byramhills.net or at extension 4953.

STARTUP: ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM

We are proud to offer a new program that will begin in Fall 2022 that harnesses student excitement about 
becoming true entrepreneurs. StartUp allows students to ideate, develop, and iterate their own product 
or service startup in an attempt to gain investment funds in a final pitch event. Real entrepreneurs and 
business experts serve as volunteer coaches and mentors guiding student teams through the processes 
of developing hypotheses about a business concept, testing those hypotheses, adapting, and continually 
learning and improving. 
 
This cycle of experimentation combines with foundational business content such as marketing and finance. 
The businesses students build are real – they are not business cases or simulated experiences – which 
means students experience mistakes, take risks, and learn to pivot based on market needs. Students exit 
the course with a completed Business Model Canvas, competitive analysis, financial model, minimum 
viable product, pitch deck, future communications plan, and future funding plan. This course follows the 
INCubatoredu curriculum published by Uncharted Learning.

Year 2 of this program (available 2023-2024) is intended for 
students who are interested in fully launching their business 
and thinking through how to best scale it. 
 
If you think your student would be interested in taking this 
course, speak to them about it and have them reach out to 
their guidance counselor.

https://www.byramhills.org/news
https://www.byramhills.org/news
https://youtu.be/RUqm38gn9vg
mailto:amuelle%40byramhills.net?subject=
mailto:amuelle%40byramhills.net?subject=
https://youtu.be/rqOKz3HqpvY


YEARBOOK UPDATE

A MESSAGE FROM BERNICE PAGAN 
STUDENT ASSISTANCE COUNSELOR

All parents and adult community members are invited to join K.N.O.W. 

2 Prevent for a presentation by child psychiatrist, Diane DiGiacomo, 

M.D. Dr. DiGiacomo will share vital information to help parents and 

caring adults understand the differences between typical adolescent 

behavior and signs of a more serious mental health challenge, along 

with tips on how to respond, including how to access appropriate 

professional support when needed. Join us as we continue our 2021-22 

speaker series with this timely presentation!

 

Monday, January 24th, 2022 
7:00 - 8:30 pm via Zoom

 

Follow this link for more information and to register:

know2prevent.org

FINAL DEADLINE 

Senior Yearbook Ads January 31, 
2022. See the attached flyer for 
more information. 
 

Memories fade but yearbooks 

don’t! 

Order your 2022 yearbook now! 

Prices go up on February 1.

Go to www.yearbookforever.com 

and enter our school name to get 

started.  

LIBRARY NEWS

The Library@BHHS subscribes 

to FactCite - an online resource 

for all students no matter where 

they are in their learning journey. 

Whether you are exploring 

biographies of famous people, 

looking up American history or 

identifying countries, FactCite 

is a go-to resource with quick 

and clear information. To see 

everything the Library@BHHS has 

to offer, visit us on OUR WEBSITE 

or contact the Librarian Letizia 

Nardone. 

Congratulations to 

Alyssa Margolin on 

being named the 

Westchester/Putnam 

Girls Tennis Player 

of the Year!  To 

watch Alyssa speak 

about this wonderful 

accomplishment, 

please CLICK HERE. 

Congratulations, 

Alyssa!

CONGRATULATIONS ALYSSA MARGOLIN 
AND BETH CORELLI

Congratulations to 

Beth Corelli from 

Varsity Girls Basketball 

on being awarded the 

Con Edison Scholastic 

Sports Weekly Award 

(Week of 1/10)! This is 

awarded to individuals 

for their outstanding 

achievement inside 

and outside the 

classroom, and on the 

field.

http://know2prevent.org
http://www.yearbookforever.com
http://factcite.com
https://sites.google.com/byramhills.net/librarybhhs/home
mailto:Letizia%20Nardone?subject=
mailto:Letizia%20Nardone?subject=
https://www.lohud.com/videos/sports/2021/12/30/alyssa-margolin-westchester-putnam-girls-tennis-player-year/8988103002/?fbclid=IwAR3ujPdYPunE9mle9DmtgZUJw9TqYQxInsEFPMTiCFzqyvtskvS7Znm7Tfg
https://www.lohud.com/videos/sports/2021/12/30/alyssa-margolin-westchester-putnam-girls-tennis-player-year/8988103002/?fbclid=IwAR3ujPdYPunE9mle9DmtgZUJw9TqYQxInsEFPMTiCFzqyvtskvS7Znm7Tfg


PERSONAL BEAUTY 
CARE TERRACYCLE

We all have our beauty regime.  

Unfortunately, it results in a lot 

of wasteful packaging that will 

inevitably end up in landfills.  To 

reduce the impact, The Byram 

Hills Sustainability Initiative will be 

collecting various personal beauty 

care items for a local Terracycle 

program during December and 

January.  Please place these items 

in a separate bag and drop them 

off at the Terracycle receptacle 

located in the vestibule at the 

front entrance of the high school. 

Please see the flyer in the Flyer 

section of this FOCUS for an 

explanation of items we will be 

collecting, as well as additional 

drop-off times and locations. If 

you have any questions, please 

contact Courtney Bogren at 

cbogren@byramhills.net.

PARENT & TEACHER 
TRAINING FOR 
INTERVIEW COMMITTEE Tuesday January 18th

- Board of Education Meeting

  Budget Hearing I, 7:30 pm

Wednesday January 19th
- School Counseling Discussion

  Group, 9 am [Virtual]

Thursday January 20th
- BHHS & HCC Winter Art Show  			

  Community Reception

  5 pm - 6:30 pm in the BHHS

  Theater and Band Room

Friday January 28th
- End of 2nd Marking Period

  and 1st Semester

- Concert Choir Cabaret 7:30 pm

Monday January 31st
- Begin 2nd Semester

UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING 
ATHLETIC 
EVENTS

Each year, the Byram Hills Central 

School District establishes 

interview teams for the hiring of 

teachers and administrators.  The 

District has been very successful 

in hiring and retaining excellent 

teachers and administrators as 

a result of teacher and parent 

committee participation.

Gina Cunningham, Assistant 

Superintendent for Human 

Resources, will be offering two 

sessions for parents and teachers 

to attend a training session 

in order to be part of a hiring 

committee in the future.

If interested, please email 

Laura Coughlan at lcoughlan@

byramhills.org with one of the 

following session dates: 

 
Session 1 
Tuesday, February 15th 
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM 
 
or 
 
Session 2 
Thursday, March 3rd 
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM

JANUARY SOFT SKILL

GRIT: According to psychologist 

Angela Duckworth, grit is defined 

as a distinct combination of 

passion, resilience, determination, 

and focus that allows a person 

to maintain the discipline 

and optimism to persevere in 

their goals even in the face of 

discomfort, rejection, and a lack 

of visible progress for years, or 

even decades. To read more about 

why kids need grit, please see 

this excellent ARTICLE by Jenny 

Williams.

QUALITY CONTENT

mailto:cbogren%40byramhills.net?subject=
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics/sports-teams-schedule
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics/sports-teams-schedule
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics/sports-teams-schedule
https://afineparent.com/building-character/what-is-grit.html
https://youtu.be/oTsa82CiTgI
https://youtu.be/oTsa82CiTgI


January 2022 - Focus
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

New Year’s Day

2 3-1

Schools Reopen

4-2 5-Snow Day 6-3
Principal’s Coffee 9 am
(virtual)

7-Snow Day
Registration Deadline for
2/12 ACT

8

9 10-4 11-5
PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30
am

BHEF Board of Directors
Mtg. @ DO 7 pm

12-6 13-7
HCC & BHHS Winter Art
Show Community
Reception @ BHHS 5 -
6:30 pm

14-8 15

16 17

Regular Athletic Schedule

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Schools & Offices Closed

18-1

Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget
Hearing I, 7:30 pm

19-2

School Counseling
Discussion Group 9 am

20-Snow Day 21-3 22

23 24-4 25-5 26-6 27-7 28-8

Concert Choir Cabaret
7:30 pm

29

30 31-1
End of  2nd Marking
Period and 1st Semester



Dear Family and Friends of the Class of 2022,
Create a lasting tribute to your graduating senior in the 
yearbook!  An online submission process will enable you to 
upload your text and pictures electronically and pay online 
using a credit card, debit card or Paypal.  The yearbook staff 
will then download your materials and create a beautiful custom 
ad.  You will receive a proof to review and approve before it 
goes to press. 
As an added incentive and to help us meet our first 
printing deadline, orders received before 12/17/2022 
qualify for a discount.  
Go to www.yearbookforever.com and enter our school name 
to get started. 

Size Package Number of Photos allowed Text (characters, not 
including spaces)

Early Bird Price
(now to 12/17)

Regular Rate
(12/18-1/30)

Full A 1 Large and up to 9 small photos 600 $300 $350
Full B 1 Large and up to 7 small photos 1,000 $300 $350
Half C 1 Large and up to 6 small photos 350 $150 $175
Half D 1 Large and up to 4 small photos 600 $150 $175
Quarter E 1 Large and up to 2 small photos 350 $  90 $100

The examples shown are intended to serve 
as a general guide. Placement of pictures, 
text, name and graphics will be determined 
by designers based on photographs and 
text submitted. Photos will be reproduced in 
color, but you are wlecome to submit black 
and white images.

Because of copyright regulations, we 
cannot accept any Prestige Portrait 
proofs for tributes. You must purchase the 
photograph from Prestige Portraits if you 
want to include it in your tribute. If you email 
us the image number, we can request a 
digital version.

Questions? email Arch22@byramhills.netFINAL TRIBUTE ORDER DEADLINE: JANUARY 30, 2022

YEARBOOK AD ORDER INFORMATIONYEARBOOK AD ORDER INFORMATION

Senior Tribute Packages and Prices

Please note that payment and all materials must be received by 12/17/2021 to qualify for the discount rates.

IMPORTANT YEARBOOK DATES
November 17: Senior Portraits, 2pm-8pm
November 20: Senior Portraits, 9am-noon
December 17: End of “early bird discount” for 
Tribute Ads
December 17: Senior Portrait selection due
January 30: Last day to order a yearbook with 
imprinted namestamp
January 30: Final deadline for Senior Tribute 
orders








