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BYRAM HILLS BUDGET AND TRUSTEE VOTE

The Byram Hills Budget and Trustee Vote will take place on May 21st 
at HCC from 6:30 am to 9:00 pm. Please see the budget brochure and 
the video below, which highlights the proposed budget. Please take 
the time to become an informed voter and come out to the polls! 
 
The 2024-2025 Proposed Budget Highlights: 
Proposition 1 - The Budget 
The proposed budget remains within the tax cap while maintaining: 
- Class size guidelines. 
- All academic programs that have supported student success. 
- All athletic and extracurricular programs. 
- All transportation services. 
 
Proposition 2 - Authorization for Lights, Learning, Action! 
The proposed multiyear project for voter authorization will include: 
- Creation of The Learning Commons, a renovation of the Byram 
Hills High School Library, hallway and lecture hall to support student 
learning with 21st-century learning spaces. 
- Installation of a turf field at BHHS. 
- Installation of lighting on all high school fields and courts. 
- Funding for the project from the Capital Reserve and donations from 
the Byram Hills Education Foundation. 
 
Election of Two School Board Members 
Three candidates are running: 
- Diana Barrera Torre 
- Scott Levy 
- Petrie Verma

SAMARA BROWN NAMED 
NATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLAR

Congratulations 
to senior 
Samara Brown 
on winning 
a $2,500 
National Merit 
Scholarship! She 
is among 2,500 
Merit Scholars 
chosen from 
over 15,000 
finalists in the 
2024 National 

Merit Scholarship Program. The 
National Merit $2,500 Scholarship 
winners are the finalists from each 
state found to have the strongest 
mix of accomplishments, skills, and 
potential to succeed in rigorous 
college studies, according to the 
National Merit Scholarship Corp. 
 
Samara will attend Wesleyan 
University and plans to major in 
English, for creative writing or 
literature.

MORGAN HECHT 
AND AARON LESTZ 
HONORED FOR NYSSMA 
ACHIEVEMENT

Congratulations to BHHS 
students Morgan Hecht and 
Aaron Lestz, who were honored 
by both the County Executive 
and a New York State Senator for 
their outstanding participation 
in the NYSSMA All-State Music 
Ensembles held in Rochester, NY, 
last December!

https://www.byramhills.org/uploaded/DO/2024-2025_School_Year/Budget_Brochure/BHCSD_Budget_Brochure_24-25_v042524.pdf
https://youtu.be/fYnbtcPDfPE


CHARLOTTE BRODBECK 
HONORED AT “IN THE 
COMPANY OF WOMEN 
BENEFIT”

GROWTH AND 
AWARENESS GROUP FOR 
ALZHEIMER’S IN THE 
NEWS

MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH

A message from the Social 
Emotional Wellness Team:

Mental Health Awareness Month, 
observed annually in May, is 
pivotal in bringing attention 
to mental health issues and 
combating stigma. While our 
primary goal is to support 
students, families, and our 
school community throughout 
the year, this month provides an 
opportunity to amplify awareness 
 
This month, through various 
platforms and communication 
channels, we aim to raise 
awareness about mental health 
conditions, reduce stigma by 
fostering understanding and 
acceptance, promote self-care, 
and facilitate building support 
networks. 
 
To learn more about The 
Emotional Wellness Support Team 
or to contact us, please visit our 
website: Emotional Wellness 
Support Team.

THE VARLEY PLAYERS 
PRESENT “ALMOST, 
MAINE”

Welcome to Almost, Maine, a 
place that’s so far north, it’s 
almost not in the United States. 
It’s almost in Canada. And it’s not 
quite a town, because its residents 
never got around to getting 
organized. So it almost doesn’t 
exist. One cold, clear, winter 
night, as the northern lights hover 
in the star-filled sky above, the 
residents of Almost, Maine, find 
themselves falling in and out of 
love in unexpected and hilarious 
ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts 
are broken. But the bruises heal, 
and the hearts mend—almost—in 
this delightful midwinter night’s 
dream. 
 
The Varley Players present 
“Almost, Maine” on May 17th at 
7 pm and May 18th at 2 pm and 
7 pm. To purchase tickets, click 
here.

Congratulations to senior 
Charlotte Brodbeck for her 
recognition at the YWCA White 
Plains & Central Westchester 
16th annual “In the Company 
of Women Benefit” Luncheon! 
Charlotte’s journey with the 
YWCA began during her 
sophomore year in high school, 
where she first engaged 
as a member of Y-Leaders. 
She continued to contribute 
significantly, later serving on 
the Y-Leaders Advisory Board 
during her junior year. Currently, 
she actively participates in the 
Changemaker Council of One 
World Girl, an organization 
initiated by Lesley Mazzotta, 
an employee of YWCA and 
the director of the Y-Leaders 
program. 
 
Throughout her involvement 
with the YWCA, Charlotte has 
been instrumental in leading 
community discussions on critical 
issues such as sex trafficking and 
the exploitation of women and 
young individuals. Her dedication 
to social awareness, empathy, and 
advocacy for marginalized voices 
exemplifies her innate leadership 
qualities. Charlotte’s efforts mirror 
her deep commitment to the 
YWCA’s mission of empowerment 
and advancing principles of peace, 
justice, freedom, and dignity for 
all. 
 
Congratulations, Charlotte, on 
your remarkable achievements 
and well-deserved honor!

On Saturday, May 4th, the 
Growth and Awareness Group 
for Alzheimer’s held an inaugural 
GAGA tournament at Wampus 
Elementary. The event included 
a day of GAGA ball, outdoor 
games, food, crafts, face 
painting, and fundraising, with 
all proceeds heading to the 
Alzheimer’s Association. News 12 
Westchester covered the event.

WATER PALOOZA RAISES 
MONEY FOR CLEAN 
WATER AT UGANDAN 
SCHOOL

On Saturday, May 4th, Global 
Scholars Year 2 students 
Charlotte Karp, Emily Goldman, 
and Darien Messina hosted Water 
Palooza at BHHS to raise funds 
for installing a water filtration 
system in a school in Uganda. 
This initiative aimed to provide 
clean water access to over 1,600 
students. The event was a success, 
raising over $200 for the cause.

https://www.byramhills.org/emotional-wellness-support-team
https://www.byramhills.org/emotional-wellness-support-team
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/84275
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/84275
https://westchester.news12.com/armonk-students-organize-gaga-ball-fundraiser-for-alzheimers-association
https://westchester.news12.com/armonk-students-organize-gaga-ball-fundraiser-for-alzheimers-association


35TH ANNUAL 
AUTHENTIC SCIENCE 
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

Byram Hills High School is proud 
to announce the 35th Annual 
Authentic Science Research 
Symposium, dedicated to 
honoring the graduating class of 
2024. This event will take place on 
Wednesday, June 5th, at 6:30 pm. 
 
The Authentic Science Research 
Program spans three years, 
encouraging students to excel in 
original and innovative research. 
As we celebrate our future 
generation of scientists and 
leaders within the Byram Hills 
community, we invite you to join 
us. 
 
This year’s Symposium will feature 
27 Senior speakers, including 
numerous nationally and locally 
acclaimed award-winning student 
researchers. Additionally, Juniors 
and Sophomores will present 
their ongoing work during a 
poster session. We are honored to 
welcome Dr. Rachel Occhiogrosso-
Abelman as our keynote speaker. 
A former ASR student from the 
class of 2010 and an original 
chemistry TA at Byram Hills,  

Dr. Occhiogrosso-Abelman is 
currently an oncology fellow at 
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
and Mass General Hospital Cancer 
Center. Her primary research focus 
is on antibody-drug conjugates in 
breast cancer patients. 
 
Students, parents, and community 
members are cordially invited 
to attend. Refreshments will be 
provided.

MAY SOFT SKILL

Self-advocacy. It is very important 
to articulate one’s needs to 
improve the quality of life, affect 
personal change, or correct 
inequalities. A great way to build 
self-advocacy skills is to practice 
and role-play potentially difficult 
conversations with your child in 
advance.

INTERNSHIP NEWS
MAY 
Internship begins! Students 
enrolled in AP classes and 
leadership positions will have 
reduced internship hours while 
their classes are in session.  
Students in leadership programs 
that continue to the end of the 
year receive a weekly five-hour 
deduction. Students traveling 
more than 25 miles to their 
internship will receive a five-hour 
deduction weekly. Students must 
attend their weekly meeting 
with their Byram Hills Internship 
advisor and complete their daily 
journal and time log.  

JUNE 
Senior Internship concludes on 
June 7, 2023. Final presentations 
will be scheduled by the Byram 
Hills Internship advisor and 
students will present the week 
of June 10th.  Final Google forms 
must be submitted.

CLICK CLICK 
HERE FORHERE FOR  
UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ATHLETICATHLETIC  
EVENTSEVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, May 15th
- AP Exams
- BHEF Board of Directors
Mtg. @ DO 7 pm

Thursday, May 16th
- AP Exams
- PTSA Bus Driver 
Appreciation Breakfast

Friday, May 17th
- AP Exams
- The Varley Players 
Performance 7 pm
- Registration Deadline for 6/1 
SAT 
 
Saturday, May 18th
- The Varley Players 
Performance 2 & 7 pm 
 
Monday, May 20th
- Jazz on the Lawn 
 
Tuesday, May 21st
- PTSA Exec Mtg. @
DO 9:30 am
- Community Concert @
HCC 3 - 6 pm
- Board of Ed. Budget/Trustee 
Vote @ HCC 6:30 am - 9 pm
- Board of Ed. Mtg. @ HCC 

Wednesday, May 22nd
- PTSA Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon

Thursday, May 23rd
- StartUp Pitch Event 7 pm 
 
Monday, May 27th
- Regular Varsity Athletic 
Schedule
- Memorial Day School & 
Offices Closed 
 
Wednesday, May 29th
- Awards Ceremony 7 pm

Thursday, May 30th
- Global Scholars Showcase 
6:30 pm

https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/
https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/
https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/
https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/
https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/


UPCOMING SENIOR EVENTS

Monday, May 6th - Friday, June 7th
Senior Internships

Wednesday, May 29th
Awards Ceremony - 7 pm

Monday, June 10th
Senior Athletic Awards Night - 7 pm

Tuesday, June 11th
Senior Night and BHEF Movie Night 6:30 pm 
until the end of the movie

Wednesday, June 12th
Graduation Rehearsal 9:30 am
BHHS Theater

Thursday, June 13th
Senior Prom, Community Reception - 5 pm 
(BHHS), Prom 7 pm - 11 pm
(Glen Island Harbour Club)

Thursday, June 20th
Graduation at BHHS - 5 pm 
Rain Date June 21st - 5 pm



May 2024 - Focus
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 -4 2 - 5 3 - 6 4

Registration Deadline for 6/8 
ACT
Senior Walk & BBQ
BHEF Spring Bash SAT

5 6 - 7 7 - 8 8 - 1 9 - 2 10 - 3 11

Orthodox Easter 
Senior Internships Begin 
AP Exams

AP Exams       
Teacher Appreciation Day  
PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am 
Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget
Hearing V, 7:30 pm AP Exams AP Exams AP Exams

12 13 - 4 14 - 5 15 - 6 16 - 7 17 - 8 18

AP Exams
Principal's Coffee 9 am   
AP Exams

                                  

AP Exams  
BHEF Board of Directors Mtg. @ DO 
7 pm

AP Exams   
PTSA Bus Driver Appreciation 
Breakfast 

AP Exams
The Varley Players "Almost 
Maine"
7 pm
Registration Deadline for 6/1 SAT

                          
The Varley Players "Almost 
Maine"
2 &7 pm

19 20 - 1 21 - 2 22 - 3 23 - 4 24 - 5 25

Jazz on the Lawn

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am 

Community Concert @ HCC 3 - 6 pm
Board of Ed. Budget/Trustee
Vote @ HCC 6:30 am - 9 pm  
Board of Ed. Mtg. @ HCC PTSA Staff Appreciation Luncheon Start Up Pitch Night 6 pm

26 27 28 - 6 29- 7 30 - 8 31 - 1

Regular Varsity Athletic 
Schedule
Memorial Day 
School & Offices Closed Awards Ceremony 7 pm

Global Scholars Showcase 6:30 
pm

MAY 2024





35TH ANNUAL BYRAM HILLS HIGH SCHOOL
AUTHENTIC SCIENCE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

SHOWCASING
ORIGINAL

RESEARCH FROM
99 STUDENTS

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 5TH
6:30PM
BHHS

— KEYNOTE SPEAKER —
DR. RACHEL OCCHIOGROSSO ABELMAN

CLASS OF 2010 

ILLUMINANS SCIENTIAM


