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2025 NYS SCHOLARSHIP FOR ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE RECIPIENTS

ELEVEN SENIORS 
EARN NYS SEAL OF 
BILITERACY

The Scholarships for Academic Excellence (SAE) provides high-
achieving high school students in New York State with a scholarship 
to attend institutions of higher education located in New York State. 
 
Byram Hills High School is proud to announce the following students 
as 2025 NYS Academic Excellence Scholarship recipients: Sabrina 
Feng, Sarah Grech, Lincoln Lentini, Alexa Schuster, and Charles 
Zimmerman.

leaders ratified the new 
Constitution after months of work. 
 
Congratulations to Charlotte 
Karp, president; Jake Levy, 
vice president; Emily Goldman, 
treasurer; and Abigael 
Rondeau, secretary; and class 
representatives Jared Aberman, 
Gabe Goldman, Dylan Gasch, 
Anika Bobra, Jeremy Loots, Cam 
Silverstein, Aveer Saxena, Zabelle 
Shil, Tommy Vataj, Theo Lashmet, 
Paloma Hussain, Kieran Porter, 
Theo Steidl and Flavie Rondeau.

Hats off to the Byram Hills High School Class of 2025 valedictorian, 
Chloe Kohl, and the salutatorians, Andrew Levy and Sarah Park. 
Principal Christopher Walsh, who announced the names to applause 
this morning during graduation rehearsal, congratulated the students 
on their remarkable achievement and noted that Byram Hills is proud 
of their commitment to academic excellence and their contributions 
to the school community. The students, selected for their academic 
excellence, will each speak at graduation on June 24. Pictured, from 
left, are Sarah Park, Andrew Levy and Chloe Kohl.

Congratulations to the 11 Byram 
Hills High School seniors who 
earned the New York State Seal 
of Biliteracy upon graduation. 
The seal, which appears on their 
diplomas, signifies a high level of 
proficiency in English and at least 
one additional language. Two 
students achieved the distinction 
in English and two other 
languages. This accomplishment 
reflects their dedication to 
language learning, cultural 
understanding, and academic 
excellence, while also preparing 
them to engage effectively in 
diverse global communities 
 
The students are: John Cavada 
(Spanish), Ariana Foreman 
(Spanish), Gabriel Goldman 
(Spanish), Thomas James 
Guido (Italian), Miguel Heredia 
(Spanish), Owen Lee (French 
and Spanish), Ethan Lipton 
(Spanish), Abigael Rondeau 
(Spanish), Audrey Rosenberg 
(Italian and Spanish), Yu Xin 
(Jacqueline) Wu (Chinese), and 
Adrianna Zawojek (Spanish).

BYRAM HILLS VALEDICTORIAN IS CHLOE KOHL, 
SALUTATORIANS ARE ANDREW LEVY AND 
SARAH PARK

STUDENT GOVERNMENT CELEBRATES A 
LANDMARK FIRST YEAR

Kudos to the BHHS Student Government, which just wrapped up 
a very successful first year. Elected by their peers, the students 
who served made up the first Student Government at Byram Hills 
in nearly 20 years. The Student Government planned major new 
initiatives this year. There was a fun Winter Spirit Week leading up 
to the brand new Winter Dance, which drew more than half of the 
student body on a Saturday night in December, and another first for 
Byram Hills: a Battle of the Classes competition in April that pitted 
classes against each in fun competitions like a pie-eating contest. 
The culmination came in late May when the Student Government



FOUR STUDENTS 
HONORED WITH 
PRESTIGIOUS YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP AWARD

SWITCHGUARD 
ADVANCES 
TO NATIONAL 
QUARTERFINALS 
IN STUDENT PITCH 
COMPETITION

This year, State Senator Shelley 
Mayer recognized four Byram 
Hills High School students with 
the prestigious New York State 

Youth Leadership Award: seniors 
Ashley Stangel, Emily Goldman, 
and Owen Lee, and junior Abigail 
Shrayer. 
 
These students were selected 
for their academic excellence, 
outstanding leadership, 
extracurricular involvement, 
and commitment to community 
service. Each has made a 
meaningful impact on both our 
school and the local community. 
Congratulations to our Byram Hills 
students on this well-deserved 
honor!

Taking top honors at May’s Final 
Pitch Night was SwitchGuard, an 
innovative student-led venture 
created by Tyler Boyd, Joshua 
Goldman, and Logan Verma, and 
mentored by Kevin Rosenzweig. 
Their product, a 2-in-1 baseball 
sliding mitt and elbow guard, 
offers a streamlined solution to 
the inconvenience many players 
face when switching gear mid-
game. It is worn on the elbow 
while batting and can easily be 
converted into a sliding mitt when 
reaching base. The design was 
developed through extensive 
interviews with athletes, coaches, 
and parents. 
 
Throughout the year, the 
SwitchGuard team refined 
their concept, tested a working 
prototype, and presented at

GLOBAL SCHOLARS 
SHOWCASE STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP

The 3rd Annual Global Scholars 
Showcase brought together 
students, families, educators, and 
alumni to celebrate the incredible 
work of our Byram Hills Global 
Scholars! This interdisciplinary, 
three-year program empowers 
students to investigate 
global issues, analyze diverse 
perspectives, and take informed 
action, both locally and globally 
 
At the Showcase, students shared 
their learning, creativity, and 
leadership with the community:

- Year 1 students presented 
original artwork inspired by an 
upstander during a genocide.

- Year 2 students showcased their 
Changemaker Projects—real-world 
initiatives addressing community 
issues like mental health, 
environmental sustainability, 
educational equity, and more.

- Year 3 seniors delivered their 
Senior Defense Panels, reflecting 
on their growth as global citizens 
and leaders.

two pitch events, steadily building 

momentum and support. Out 

of 15 teams, they were one of 

five chosen to present at Final 

Pitch Night on May 19, where the 

judges recognized their product 

innovation, thorough market 

research, and growth potential.

Their win marks a first for Byram 

Hills as SwitchGuard has been 

selected as a Quarterfinalist in the 

National Pitch Competition hosted 

by Uncharted Learning. Out of 

59 submissions, only 30 teams 

advanced to the quarterfinal 

round, and SwitchGuard is 

the first BHHS team to reach 

this milestone. The National 

Pitch event gives students the 

opportunity to compete for real 

funding and gain valuable insights 

from investors and entrepreneurs 

across the country.

Congratulations to the 

SwitchGuard team for their 

outstanding achievement and for 

representing Byram Hills on the 

national stage.



CHANGEMAKERS ON 
THE RISE

This year, our Year 2 Global 
Scholars participated in the 
Changemaker Project Impact 
Competition, an international 
event where students present 
real-world solutions to global 
problems. Teams from Mongolia, 
Portugal, South Africa, and across 
the U.S. were represented. We’re 
proud to announce that six Byram 
Hills teams were named Top 10 
Projects —and one team earned 
the People’s Choice Award!

Top 10 Projects:

Every Child’s Chance – Charlotte 
Sanders, Sophia Montenegro, and 
Jadyn Ingwer

Paws with a Cause – Max Leopold 
and Ava Goldenberg

Silent No More – Dani Goldman 
and Taylor Herman

Health Heroes – Angjelina Jakaj 
and Della Gonzalez

Educating Teenagers on Mental 
Health – Amelia Wilt-Peterson

Climate Changer – Avni 
Sundaram

People’s Choice Award: Health 
Heroes, which helped fund and 
supply a medical clinic in Uganda.

To learn more about 
these projects, click here: 
thechangemakerproject.
org/2025projects

We are proud to recognize the 
following students for earning 
the New York State Seal of Civic 
Readiness, a distinction that 
honors their commitment to 
civic knowledge, engagement, 
and leadership. This prestigious 
seal, awarded by the New York 
State Education Department, 
acknowledges students who 
have demonstrated a strong 
understanding of civics and 
government, as well as active 
participation in civic life through 
service, advocacy, and informed 
action.

Congratulations to: 

Byram Hills juniors Gavin Heffner, 
Tyler Frieberg, and Chase 
Rodriguez, through their “Hope 
for NY” initiative in the school’s 
Global Scholars program, have 
harnessed social media and 
community service to confront 
food insecurity by posting an 
Instagram reel that reached 1,500 
viewers and organizing a food 
drive that gathered over 145 
pounds of nonperishables for local 
families. Meanwhile, fellow Global 
Scholars Kevin Kendall and Arnay 
Saxena launched free virtual 
skill–building sessions like Python 
coding for Westchester middle 
schoolers, with plans to expand 
in‑person offerings through 
local partnerships. Both teams 
exemplify student‑led impact, 
resilience through obstacles, and 
a genuine commitment to social 
equity. The article was written 
by senior Chloe Kohl, who is 
interning at the Examiner! Check 
out the article here: https://www.
theexaminernews.com/byram-
hills-students-use-social-
media-and-service-to-tackle-
inequality/

Congratulations to the 35 
seniors from the Class of 2025 
who presented their original 
research at the 36th Annual 
Authentic Science Research 
Symposium. The event also 
featured a poster session by 
juniors and sophomores and 
a keynote address from ASR 
Alumna and MIT PhD candidate 
Audrey Saltzman. To view the full 
symposium, CLICK HERE.

STUDENTS TACKLE 
INEQUALITY WITH 
SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
SERVICE

36TH ANNUAL SCIENCE 
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

40 STUDENTS RECEIVE 
SEAL OF CIVIC 
READINESS

Sarah Bershad 

Tyler Bond 

John Cavada 

Lauren Chase 

Sloane Dany 

Sydney Dordik 

Ari Dreilinger 

Ava Frankel 

Alexandra Gann 

Alexa Goldberg 

Emily Goldman 

Sarah Grech 

Emily Greenfield 

Kayla Jakaj 

Charlotte Karp 

Samantha Keltz 

Chloe Kohl 

Inaara Lalani 

Owen Lee 

Adam Lefkowitz 

Ethan Lipton 

Cooper Lipton 

Olivia Long 

Molly Malter 

Andrew Mautner 

Darien Messina 

Sarina Metsch 

Leila Miles 

Riley Morris 

Sophia Perrotta 

Harli Rappaport 

Abigael Rondeau 

Ben Rothenberg 

Aidan Schissler 

Ava Schoenhaut 

Olivia Selkin 

Kaylee Shinar 

Ashley Stangel 

Grace Tambini 

Jordan Tolchin

These students exemplify what it 
means to be informed, engaged 
citizens prepared to contribute 
meaningfully to their communities 
and our democracy.

http://thechangemakerproject.org/2025projects
http://thechangemakerproject.org/2025projects
https://www.theexaminernews.com/byram-hills-students-use-social-media-and-service-to-tackle-inequali
https://www.theexaminernews.com/byram-hills-students-use-social-media-and-service-to-tackle-inequali
https://www.theexaminernews.com/byram-hills-students-use-social-media-and-service-to-tackle-inequali
https://www.theexaminernews.com/byram-hills-students-use-social-media-and-service-to-tackle-inequali
https://www.theexaminernews.com/byram-hills-students-use-social-media-and-service-to-tackle-inequali
https://youtu.be/J2O810QOPBs


JUNE SOFT SKILL

UPCOMING EVENTS

Flexibility/Adaptability. The 

ability to shift focus and direction 

quickly and easily. Employers are 

increasingly seeking individuals 

who can naturally adapt to many 

situations. Managers have noted 

that their most valued employees 

are often the ones who can “think 

on their feet and wear many hats.”

Monday, June 16th

- Fall Sports Preseason Mtg. 

(Gr. 6 -11)

Tuesday, June 17th

- Regents Exams

- BHEF Board of Director’s 

Mtg. 7 pm

Wednesday, June 18th

- Regents Exams

Thursday, June 19th

- Juneteenth

- Schools & Offices Closed

Friday, June 20th

- Regents Exams

Monday, June 23rd

- Regents Exams

Tuesday, June 24th

- Regents Exams

- BHHS Graduation 5 pm

Wednesday, June 25th

- Regents Exams

- Rain Date: BHHS Graduation 

5 pm

Thursday, June 26th

- Regents Exams

Friday, June 27th 

- Report Cards on Portal

- Last Day of School for 

Students

REGENTS EXAM 
SCHEDULE

DISCOVER JAPAN: 
PARENT INFORMATION 
SESSION THIS 
SEPTEMBER

The Regents Exams and Finals 
will take place from Tuesday, June 
17th, until Tuesday, June 24th. 
Please find the Regents and Final 
Exam Calendar here: byramhills.
org/bhhs-exams.

An exciting opportunity awaits 

your child in summer 2026! 

This guided educational tour of 

Japan is designed to promote 

personal growth and cultural 

understanding. From Osaka 

to Tokyo, students will visit 

historic temples, participate in a 

traditional tea ceremony, try Zen 

meditation, and create their own 

gold leaf chopsticks. 

 

With expert local guides and 

a full-time tour director, the 

experience blends learning 

and adventure in a safe and 

structured environment. All 

travel logistics are included. The 

trip is open to current students 

in grades 8 through 11. An 

informational session will be held 

this September. Please see the 

attached PDF for full details.

BOYS VARSITY TENNIS 
WINS REGIONALS

SENIOR ATHLETIC 
RECOGNITION

Congratulations to the boys 

varsity tennis team on winning 

the regional finals! They advanced 

to compete at the USTA Billie 

Jean King National Tennis 

Center on Friday, June 13. Follow 

https://www.instagram.com/
byramhillsathletics for continued 

coverage and press on the team!

Congratulations to all of our senior 

athletes recognized at the Senior 

Awards Ceremony held on June 

9th, 2025. The ceremony featured 

heartfelt addresses from Athletic 

Director Rob Castagna, BHHS 

Principal Chris Walsh, coaches, 

student award winners, and BHHS 

Alumni and Hall of Famer, Marcia 

Cohen Proto. 

 

CLICK HERE to view the 

ceremony.  

 

CLICK HERE to view the Senior 

Athletic Recognition Booklet.

http://byramhills.org/bhhs-exams
http://byramhills.org/bhhs-exams
https://www.instagram.com/byramhillsathletics
https://www.instagram.com/byramhillsathletics
https://youtu.be/ZYHm2P8yWl8
https://www.byramhills.org/uploaded/Athletics/2024-2025/Senior_Recognition/ATH_SAR_06-2025_v060625.pdf


June 2025 - Focus
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 - 2 3 - 3 4 - 4 5 - 5 6 - 6 7

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am
PTSA End-of-Year Celebration @
BHHS 11:30 am
Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:30 pm Science Research Symposium 6:30 pm

Registration Deadline for 7/12 ACT 
(Not Available in NYS)

SAT
Eid-al-Adha

8 9 -7 10 - 8 11 - 1 12 - 2 13 - 3 14

Senior Athletic Awards Night 7 
pm

Regents Exams: Biology, Earth Science
and Space Sciences 
Senior Night & BHEF Movie Night 6:30 pm
Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:30 pm Graduation Rehearsal 9:30 am

Senior Prom & Community 
Reception 5 pm ACT

15 16 - 4 17 18 19 20 21

Last Day of Scheduled Classes
International Thespian Honor 
Society Induction 5 pm 
Fall Sports Preseason Mtg. (Gr. 6 
-11) 

Regents Exams
BHEF Board of Director's Mtg. 
7 pm Regents Exams 

Juneteenth 
Schools & Offices Closed 

Gr. 5 Moving Up Ceremony @ 
BHHS 9:30 am
Regents Exams

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Regents Exams
Regents Exams 
BHHS Graduation 5 pm

Regents Exams 
Rain Date: BHHS Graduation 5 pm

Gr. 8 Student Orientation @ 
BHHS 8:45 am
Gr. 8 Moving-Up Ceremony 6 pm
Regents Exams

Report Cards on Portal (CH-WA-HCC-
BHHS)         
Last Day of School for 
Students 

29 30



Golden Pavilion

Traditional Japanese tea ceremony

Japan is an island nation of contrasts. Neon lights pulse and shine 
on century-old temples, monks walk alongside anime cosplayers, 
and Zen meditation is practiced in the same parks where people 
take selfies. It may sound chaotic, but Japan has perfected 
the balance of ancient and modern. A better understanding of 
Buddhism and Shinto, higher truth, or just a measure of inner 
peace await you on this meditative journey through the tranquil 
side of Japanese culture.

EVERYTHING YOU GET:

EXPERIENCE JAPAN
10 or 13 days | Osaka | Kyoto | Takayama region| Kanazawa | Tokyo | Extension to South Korea

 Full-time Tour Director

Sightseeing: 2 sightseeing tours led by expert, licensed local 
guides; 1 walking tour

 Entrances: Osaka Castle; Fushimi Inari-taisha Shrine; Golden 
Pavilion; Kiyomizudera Temple; tea ceremony; Zen meditation; 
Takayama morning market challenge; Shirakawa-go open-air 
museum; Kanazawa castle; Kenroku-en Garden; gold-leaf chopstick 
activity; Meiji Shinto Shrine; arcade; Asakusa Kannon Temple; 

 Personalized learning guide: Our personalized learning experience 
engages students before, during, and after tour, with the option to
create a final, reflective project for academic credit.

 All of the details are covered: Round-trip flights on major 
carriers; internal flight with extension; comfortable motorcoach; 
bullet train; 8 overnight stays in hotels with private bathrooms 
(11 with extension); breakfast and dinner daily

with 
Extension: N Seoul Tower; Gyeongbokgung Palace; Korean cooking
class; Bukchon Hanok Village; Huyndai Motorstudio

Tour Date
WINDOW: 

June 26 -July 10
2026

Informational
Session

September 2025


