


NATIONAL MERIT

FINALISTS

Congratulations to Zoe Harris,
Andrew Levy, Olivia Long, Sarina
Metsch, and Aaron Stein for
advancing to finalist status in the
2025 National Merit Scholarship
Program! As finalists, they are
now eligible to compete for
6,870 scholarships worth nearly
$26 million. Selected from

more than 1.3 million students
who took the PSAT as juniors,
these academically talented
seniors represent less than 1%

of U.S. high school seniors. The
winners, chosen for their skills,
accomplishments, and potential,
will be announced in the spring
and summer.

ASR STUDENTS SHINE
AT JUNIOR SCIENCE

AND HUMANITIES
SYMPOSIUM

Congratulations to the five science
research students who presented
their work at the New York
Upstate Regional Junior Science
and Humanities Symposium.
Seniors Sebastian Lashmet,
Andrew Levy, Cooper Lipton,
Addison Rappaport, and junior
Lindsay Coady presented their
work in Rome, N.Y. Sebastian
advanced to the National

Junior Science and Humanities
Symposium in Virginia in April for
his computer science research.

MEET OUR CHANGEMAKERS

Congratulations to our BHHS
Global Scholars Year 2 students
who successfully pitched their
action plans for funding at The
Changemaker Project’s Global
Pitch Event on Sunday, February
9th! Many teams received funding
from sponsoring donors. Della
Gonzalez and Angjelina Vataj’s
project, Health Heroes, won

the People’s Choice
Award for supporting
the development of

a medical clinic in
Uganda. Other teams
selected as a Top Ten
Project included Avni
Sundaram’s Climate
Changer, Max Leopold
and Ava Goldenberg’s
Paws with a Cause,

Since 1923, the Scholastic Art &
Writing Awards have recognized
and celebrated the creative
achievements of America’s youth.
Notable alumni include Andy
Warhol, Sylvia Plath, Stephen
King, and Amanda Gorman.

We are thrilled to announce
that several of our high school
students have been honored in
this year’s awards:

Scholastic Art Awards

Senior Sarah Bershad, Gold Key,
Photography, for “Reflected”

Junior Alyssa Chen, Gold Key,
Painting, for “Timeless Bites on
[talian Steps”

Junior Matthew Geller, Honorable
Mention, Photography, for
“Imagine”

Junior Angelina Nie, Gold Key,
Painting, for “A Moment In Time”
and Honorable Mention, Painting,
for “Take It”

Alexa Shuster, Honorable
Mention, Printmaking, for “Venus”

Taylor Herman and Dani
Goldman’s Silent No More, and
Amelia Wilt Peterson’s Educating
Teachers. The Year 2 teams will
now put their action plans into
motion and present the results of
their work at The Changemaker
Project’s Impact Event on June 1
and the Global Scholars Showcase
on May 29th.

SCHOLASTIC ART AND WRITING AWARDS

Nate Zipper, Gold Key,
Photography, for “Cascade

of Keystrokes” and “Lonely
Moon” and Honorable Mention,
Photography, for “Shades of
Insight”

Scholastic Writing Awards

Max Charney - Honorable
Mention, Humor for “A Letter to
Future Archeologists (Who Will
Inevitably Misinterpret Everything
About Our Civilization)”

Justin Isban - Honorable Mention,
Poetry for “Do Dreams Reach
Where Rubble Reigns?”

Quinn Pruss - Honorable Mention,
Personal Essay & Memoir for “Mat
Number 4”

Gold Key works are automatically
advanced to the national level of
judging in New York City. National
Medalists will be announced on
March 26, 2025.




TEN SENIORS SELECTED
FOR KATONAH MUSEUM

OF ART’S YOUNG
ARTISTS EXHIBIT

Ten seniors were selected to

have their work exhibited in the
Katonah Museum of Art’s Young
Artists Exhibit! The students
exhibiting work are Laila Byles,
Sarah Bershad, Kiki Dyer, Bella
Lamberti, Emily Marinovic,
Savannah Mathis, Maya Molloy,
Eve Nepo, Leah Rappaport, and
Alexa Shuster. Their work includes
drawings, paintings, photographs,
ceramics, and sculptures.

EVE NEPO’S ARTWORK
SELECTED FOR

NATIONAL K-12
CERAMIC EXHIBITION

Congratulations to Senior Eve
Nepo, whose ceramic piece
“American Magic” has been
handpicked for this year’s Annual
National K-12 Ceramic Exhibition!
The show will take place in

Salt Lake City from March 26th
through 28th.

THE POWER OF

STORYTELLING: BYRAM
HILLS STUDENTS HEAR
A SURVIVOR’S LEGACY

Last month at Byram Hills High
School, students in several senior
English classes and sophomores
from the Global Scholars Program
heard a powerful firsthand
account from a speaker with the
Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Center. English teacher
Francine Aber arranged for the
visit to highlight the importance
of memory and storytelling,
connecting it to her senior English
students’ study of The Things
They Carried, Tim O’Brien’s
fictional memoir about his
experiences during the Vietnam
War and how storytelling can be a
cathartic way to process trauma,
loss, and the search for meaning.
Ellen Kaidanow, a speaker from
the Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Center, shared the
miraculous survival story of her
mother-in-law, who at just six

years old became the sole survivor

of her family when a Christian
woman hid and saved her.

THE VARLEY PLAYERS

PRESENT CHICAGO

The Varley Players are bringing
the Razzle Dazzle to the Byram
Hills High School stage with
Chicago: Teen Edition! Join us
for a night of All That Jazz as our
talented cast and crew take you
into the world of fame, fortune,
and courtroom drama.

Tickets are now on sale at cur8.

com/projects/ByramHills for $10

in advance and $15 at the door.
Performances are March 6th at 7
pm, March 7th at 7 pm, and March
8th at 2 and 7 pm at Byram Hlills
High School. Reserve your seats
today!

NICK FORTUGNO
QUALIFIES FOR NYS

TOURNAMENT AFTER
THIRD STRAIGHT
SECTION TITLE

Nick Fortugno has secured his
third consecutive Section 1 title,
earning a spot in the New York
State Tournament in Albany from
February 28 to March 1. With

an impressive season record of
42-2, Nick also reached a major
career milestone by achieving his
100th career victory and winning
his third straight Westchester
County title. Best of luck to Nick
at the NYS Tournament!

Congratulations to the Byram
Hills Boys Varsity lce Hockey
team on another successful
Pink the Rink event! The team
raised $12,084 at its 13th Pink
the Rink gam. The energy in
the rink was unmatched - with
students decked out in pink, a
packed crowd, and an electric
atmosphere.

A MESSAGE FROM THE

STUDENT ASSISTANCE
COUNSELOR

National Children of Addiction
(COA’s) Awareness Week is a
week that honors the struggle of
children dealing with the disease
of addiction in their families and
empowers caring adults who
want to help them. This year,
the awareness campaign was
February 9-15, and members of
the Youth 2 Youth (Y2Y) Club
helped share information in our
school community. There were
daily announcements, a bulletin
board and many messages
shared with faculty, staff and
students. Members of the club
also organized an activity in

the cafeteria during lunch so
that students could share a kind
note or a positive message for a
friend who might be struggling.
Providing a hopeful message
can be the 1st step in showing
someone they are not alone!


https://cur8.com/25869/project/129504
https://cur8.com/25869/project/129504

YOUTH 2 YOUTH

(Y2Y) CLUB

Is your child looking for an
extracurricular activity? Why not
have them consider the Youth

2 Youth (Y2Y) Club? Y2Y is a

club that believes in the power of
youth to influence their peers in a
positive manner. Members of the
club organize monthly activities
throughout the year to increase
awareness about the dangers of
substances and other unhealthy
behaviors. The goal of the club is
to educate students so that all can
make informed and responsible
decisions. Please see the attached
flyer. Advisor: Ms. Pagan, Student
Assistance Counselor.

SPRING BREAK

“Spring Break” has grown into a
major industry that now attracts
as many high school students

as their college counterparts.
The potential for abuse of sex,
drugs, and alcohol remains

a major concern. In addition,

the popularity of international
resorts as Spring Break locations
has occasionally led to the
exploitation of students who

are vulnerable as minors and
foreigners in unfamiliar cultures.
Before confirming any plans,

we suggest that you check

into http://travel.state.gov/ for
more information about travel
advisories and the country under
consideration. We also suggest
that you check references for
any charter companies that you
are depending on for flights

and accommodations. Canceled
flights, switched hotels, and even
exploitation by local police have
occurred to Byram Hills students
in the past. This information

is provided to give parents as
much information as possible to
make informed decisions. The
school district does not organize,
support, endorse, or partner with
any travel companies providing
“Spring Break” vacations

or services to our students.
Additionally, student-athletes
should fully understand the
conseqguences of missing games
or practices over the break prior
to making Spring Break plans.

HANG UP AND DRIVE

On Monday, March 3rd, all juniors
will take part in the Hang Up

and Drive Assembly sponsored
by the PTSA. This annual
presentation by Jacy Good and
Steve Johnson is mandatory for
all juniors who intend to apply for
a school parking pass after the
seniors leave for their internships.
Additional information about

the program can be found here:
https:/www.hangupanddrive.com

PARENT AND TEACHER
TRAINING FOR THE

BHCSD INTERVIEW
COMMITTEE

Each year, the Byram Hills Central
School District establishes
interview teams for the hiring of
teachers and administrators. The
District has been very successful
in hiring and retaining excellent
teachers and administrators as

a result of teacher and parent
committee participation.

Gina Cunningham, Assistant
Superintendent for Human
Resources, will be offering two
sessions for parents and teachers
to attend a training session

in order to be part of a hiring
committee in the future.

If interested, please email
Laura Coughlan at Icoughlan@
byramhills.org with one of the
following session dates:

Tuesday, March 4th
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM

SOFT SKILL

The soft skill for March is Humor.
Countless studies have shown the
tremendous impact that a strong
sense of humor has on a student’s
overall wellness. Being able to see
the humor in situations gives a
greater sense of perspective and
can help students reduce stress
and anxiety.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, March 4th

- PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am
- Board of Ed. Mtg. Presentation
of Administration’s Proposed
Budget 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 5th
- School Counseling Discussion
Group 9 am

Thursday, March 6th
- The Varley Players Performance
7 pm

Friday, March 7th
- The Varley Players Performance
7 pm

Saturday, March 8th

- SAT

- The Varley Players Performance
2&7 pm

Sunday, March 9th
- BHEF Harlem Wizards
- Daylight Saving Time Begins

Monday, March 10th
- Gr. 8 Parent Orientation @
BHHS 7 pm

Tuesday, March 11th

- Senior Fashion Show Dress
Rehearsal 7:30 pm

- Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget
Hearing Il 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 12th
- Senior Fashion Show 7:30 pm

Friday, March 14th
- Regular Athletic Schedule
- Superintendent Conference Day

(Staff Only)
- Holi

CLICK
HERE FOR
ATHLETICS
EVENTS



https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/
https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/
https://www.hangupanddrive.com 

March 2025 - Focus

BHEF Harlem Wizards
Daylight Saving Time Begins

16

23

BHHS Music Trip to Disney

30

Last Day of Ramadan

Hang Up & Drive Assembly

10-7

Gr. 8 Parent Orientation @ BHHS 7 pm

17-3

Spring Sports Begin

24-8

31-5

Eid al-Fitr

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am
Board of Ed. Mtg. Presentation
of Administration's Proposed
Budget 7:30 pm

11-8

Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget Hearing Il, 7:
30 pm

18-4

Principal's Coffee 9 am
BHEF Board of Director's Mtg. @
DO 7 pm

25-1

Operation Prom

Board of Ed. Mtg. & Budget Hearing lll, 7:

30 pm

School Counseling Discussion Group 9
am

12-1

Senior Fashion Show Dress
Rehearsal 4:30 pm
Senior Fashion Show 7:30 pm

19-5

Byram's Got Talent/One World Benefit
7 pm
PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 7 pm

26-2

The Varley Players
Performance 7 pm

13-2

20-6

BHHS Music Trip to Disney

27-3

The Varley Players
Performance 7 pm

14

Regular Athletic Schedule
Superintendent
Conference Day

(Staff Only)

Holi

21-7

BHHS Music Trip to Disney

28-4

NYSSMA Piano Festival @ BHHS

BHEF Annual Celebration

SAT
The Varley Players
Performance 2 & 7 pm

15

22

BHHS Music Trip to Disney

29

NYSSMA Piano Festival @ BHHS









