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NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS
Congratulations to Zoe Harris, Andrew Levy, Olivia Long (not pictured), 
Sarina Metsch, and Aaron Stein, five seniors named semifinalists in the 
2025 National Merit Scholarship Program. They now have the chance 
to compete for nearly 7,000 scholarships worth about $26 million. 
These students are among the top 1% of high school seniors nationwide, 
selected from over 1.3 million entrants based on their Preliminary SAT 
scores. To become finalists, they must submit applications highlighting 
their academic achievements, leadership, and community involvement, 
with winners to be announced this spring.

Congratulations to senior Ashley 
Stangel for being selected as 
one of Bedford & New Canaan 
magazine’s “18 under 18”! This 
prestigious honor highlights 
students from Westchester 
and Connecticut who are 
making a positive impact in 
their communities. CLICK HERE 
to read more about Ashley’s 
accomplishments in the article.

CONGRATULATIONS 
ASHLEY STANGEL, 
A BEDFORD & NEW 
CANAAN ‘18 UNDER 18’

SENIOR CASEY GOLDSTEIN AMONG TOP 9 IN 
NY TIMES OPEN LETTER CONTEST

Congratulations to senior Casey Goldstein whose open letter was 
selected as one of the top nine in the prestigious New York Times 
Open Letter Contest!  Casey’s compelling article, ‘Dear New York State 
Senators, Could You Please Repeat That,’ sheds light on the critical 
challenges families face when obtaining hearing aids for children in New 
York State. Casey’s letter was chosen out of 8,065 entries. CLICK HERE 
to read the article.

Congratulations to Isabella 
Vasquez for an impressive 
start to the Speech and Debate 
season, finishing 2nd in Original 
Oratory at the National Speech 
and Debate Association’s season 
kick-off tournament earlier 
this month. Her achievement 
earns her a bid to this spring’s 
Tournament of Champions. 
Students who are interested in 
joining Isabella and the rest of 
the Speech and Debate team 
should attend the first meeting 
on Thursday, September 19th 
in room 205 or speak with Mr. 
Andriello.

Junior Evan Reiss has been selected 
for the prestigious NYSSMA All-
State Mixed Chorus, earning a spot 
in the December performance 
in Rochester, New York. Evan, a 
bass section member, was chosen 
from thousands of students who 
auditioned in the spring. Byram 
Hills Director of Fine Arts Marc Beja 
praised Evan’s perfect score on his 
NYSSMA solo and noted his talents 
as a singer, cellist, and actor. The All-
State performances will take place 
on Dec. 7-8 at NYSSMA’s winter 
conference.

EVAN REISS SELECTED FOR PRESTIGIOUS ALL-STATE 
MIXED CHORUS

SPEECH AND DEBATE 
UPDATES

https://bedfordnewcanaanmag.com/2024/18-under-18-2024/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/learning/dear-new-york-state-senators-could-you-please-repeat-that.html


MUSIC STUDENTS CHOSEN TO PARTICIPATE IN 2024 
AREA ALL-STATE HONORS ENSEMBLES

The BHHS Music Department is excited to announce the achievements 
of our student musicians who have been selected to perform with the 
Zone 11 Westchester County Area All-State Ensembles this November. 
Selection for this prestigious event is highly competitive, with students 
ranked and chosen based on their NYSSMA scores from last spring’s 
solo festival. We are proud of the strong representation from BHHS. 
Selected students will participate in two evening rehearsals in October 
at New Rochelle High School, culminating in a dress rehearsal and final 
performance on November 2nd and 3rd. Best of luck to all! 
 

Lauren Chase – Violin, Symphony Orchestra – Class of 2025 

Avni Sundaram – Violin, String Orchestra – Class of 2026 

Alexandra Zodda – String Bass, String Orchestra – Class of 2026 

Paley Kirschner – Alto, Treble Choir – Class of 2025 

Aidan Lebowitz – Tenor, Mixed Choir – Class of 2025 

Aiden Lipton – Tenor, Mixed Choir – Class of 2025 

Max Leopold – Tenor, Mixed Choir – Class of 2026 

Emi Nagura – Alto, Mixed Choir – Class of 2026 

Darby Schlosser – Soprano, Treble Choir – Class of 2027 

Kendall Sorenson – Soprano, Treble Choir – Class of 2027 

Lucas Rivalsi – Trumpet, Band (Alternate) – Class of 2027

In our school community, Ms. 
Pagan wears many hats, including 
that of the Student Assistance 
Counselor and advisor for the 
inspiring Youth 2 Youth (Y2Y) 
Club.  As the Student Assistance 
Counselor, she will provide 
alcohol, tobacco, vaping and 
other drug prevention activities.  
She will also be available for 
short-term individual and group 
counseling.  Ms. Pagan provides 
classroom presentations, parent 
presentations and faculty 
presentations on various topics. 
The Y2Y Club is a club that 
believes in the power of youth 
to influence their peers through 
positive peer pressure.  Members 
of Y2Y pledge to be drug and 
alcohol-free and work toward 
influencing their peers to do the 
same.  Monthly activities are 
focused on raising awareness of 
the risks associated with drug and 
alcohol use and making healthy 
decisions. 
 
September is National Recovery 
Month and later in the month, 
members of Y2Y will be providing 
announcements, information on 
bulletin boards and a table activity 
during lunch to remind peers 
to celebrate people working to 
overcome struggles and obstacles 
in their lives. Ms. Pagan can be 
reached at bpagan@byramhills.net 
or 273-9200 ext 4943.

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
STUDENT ASSISTANCE 
COUNSELOR

CONGRATULATIONS, TYLER MARESCOT - CON 
EDISON SCHOLAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK AND 
LOHUD PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Senior Tyler Marescot of Varsity Football has been named ConEd 
Player of the Week, recognizing his outstanding achievements both 
on the field and in the classroom! In addition, Tyler was also voted 
LoHud Player of the Week for his remarkable performance in the game 
against Putnam Valley on Saturday, September 7th. LoHud highlighted 
his 80 receiving yards with a touchdown reception, 37 rushing yards 
with another touchdown, two successful two-point conversions from 
the wildcat formation, and a 46-yard fumble recovery touchdown.

CONGRATULATIONS, HARRISON BOYD, 
LOHUD PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Senior Harrison 
Boyd of Varsity Boys 
Soccer has also been 
named Lohud Player 
of the week! Lohud 
highlighted Harrison 
scored twice, giving 
the Bobcats a 2-1 win 
over another Class A 
contender, Somers, in 
the season-opener.



BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
NIGHT

Our final Back-To-School Night 
will be held on Wednesday, 
September 18th (N-Z), starting 
at 6:00 pm for all parents. The 
evening begins with an assembly 
in the theater, and then parents 
will follow their student’s schedule 
of classes during the evening. The 
program is designed to let parents 
meet teachers and hear a brief 
introduction to the classes. Parents 
can pick up their child’s schedule 
in the cafeteria at the beginning of 
the evening.  This night does not 
include time during the program for 
individual conferences. However, 
parents are welcome to follow up 
with telephone conferences or 
meetings.

HOMECOMING/SPIRIT 
WEEK 2024

Spirit Week will run from Monday, 
September 23rd through Saturday, 
September 28th this year. A 
complete schedule of Spirit Week 
events will be sent out before 
September 23rd.

DIGNITY FOR ALL 
STUDENTS ACT

As of July 2012, New York State’s 
Dignity for All Students Act went 
into effect. This law prohibits 
harassment and discrimination of 
students based upon a person’s 
perceived or actual race, color, 
weight, national origin, ethnic 
group, religious practice, sexual 
orientation, gender or sex.  
Instances of this type are never 
tolerated in the Byram Hills School 
District and we have developed 
extensive programs and structures 
to promote a sustainable, positive 
school environment. For more 
information on our Bullying 
Prevention initiatives, CLICK 
HERE.

Furthermore, the new law 
supports our already thorough 
disciplinary process, as described 
in our recently revised CODE OF 
CONDUCT. Our faculty and staff 
received thorough training on the 
Dignity Act and we continue to 
foster an environment focused on 
our character education principles: 
respectful dialogue; respect for 
self and others; and service and 
kindness. The DASA Coordinator 
for the HS is Ms. Albert.

AUP UPDATE

All Students must sign new AUP’s 
(Acceptable Use Policy) every year, 
which includes the ‘Students and 
Personal Electronic Devices Policy’. 
Any student who does not have 
an AUP on file as of September 30 
will have their Google and network 
accounts locked until the form has 
been turned in. If your child needs 
a form, please have them stop by 
the Tech Center office to pick one 
up. Please refer to the Board of 
Education Policy #4526 for more 
information.  
 
The AUP is not signed by parents 
as part of the Emergency Contact 
Update. Parents are provided links 
to the AUP and Code of Conduct so 
they can discuss it with their child. 
 
Technology and Network 
Acceptable Use and Personal 
Privacy (Policy #4526) 
 
High School Code of Conduct

CHROMEBOOKS UPDATE

The Technology Department has 
been issuing Chromebooks since 
our opening on September 3rd.  If 
your child still needs a Chromebook 
or has an issue that needs to be 
addressed, please email Peter 
Lichten (PLichten@byramhills.
net), our Building Technology 
Coordinator, to schedule an 
appointment for your student to 
meet with him.

THANK YOU, PTSA 
AND BHEF

The PTSA and the BHEF are two 
organizations that support our 
work every day and help shape 
the school experience through 
volunteerism, fundraising, and 
collaboration. Please watch these 
two videos that highlight each 
organization.

SOFT SKILLS

Each month throughout the 
school year, we will focus on 
helping our students develop and 
strengthen an important soft skill. 
Studies have shown that “non-
academic” or soft skills play a 
critical role in the future success 
of students. We are asking that 
parents and guardians partner 
with us each month to encourage 
the development of each new 
soft skill.

The soft skill for September is 
Resiliency, the ability to react 
positively when facing a setback, 
crisis, or trauma. The American 
Psychological Association has 
a terrific primer on developing 
resiliency, which can be accessed 
by CLICKING HERE.

https://www.byramhills.org/academics/district-initiatives
https://www.byramhills.org/academics/district-initiatives
https://www.byramhills.org/uploaded/DO/2024-2025_School_Year/Code_of_Conduct/4685_001.pdf
https://www.byramhills.org/uploaded/DO/2024-2025_School_Year/Code_of_Conduct/4685_001.pdf
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=byram_hills&s=35779
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=byram_hills&s=35779
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=byram_hills&s=35779
https://www.byramhills.org/uploaded/DO/2024-2025_School_Year/Code_of_Conduct/4685_001.pdf
https://youtu.be/rZqZk2Jovr0
https://youtu.be/tWZvQhbqaqg
https://www.apa.org/topics/resilience


Monday, September 16
Gr. 9 Parent Mtg. with School Counseling 7 pm

Tuesday, September 17
Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:30 pm

Wednesday, September 18
Back-to-School Night 6 pm (N-Z)

Thursday, September 19
BHEF Board of Director’s Mtg. @ DO 7 pm

Friday, September 20
Senior Portraits

Registration Deadline for 10/5 SAT

Registration Deadline for 10/26 ACT

Saturday, September 21
Senior Portraits

Sunday, September 22
Jamie’s Run for Love @ Wampus Brook Park 10 am

BHPA Carnival/Cider and Donut Festival to follow

Monday, September 23
Sprit Week

Traveling Pep Rally 7 am

Senior Portraits

College Admissions & Financial Aid Workshop 7 pm

Tuesday, September 24
Spirit Week

Principal’s Coffee 9 am

Senior Portraits

PTSA Education Chair - Executive Functioning Speaker Event 7 pm

Wednesday, September 25
Spirit Week

Homecoming Games

PTSA Welcome Coffee @ DO 9:30 am

Thursday, September 26
Spirit Week

Homecoming Games

Friday, September 27
Spirit Week

Homecoming Games

Saturday, September 28
Homecoming Games

Armonk Outdoor Art Show 10 am - 5 pm

Sunday, September 29
Armonk Outdoor Art Show 10 am - 5 pm

BHEF Outdoor Family Movie Night

Monday, September 30
Last Day for Schedule Changes

UPCOMING EVENTS

CLICK HERE FOR ATHLETICS EVENTS

https://www.section1ny.org/public/genie/434/school/149/


September 2024 - Focus
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 3 - 1 4 - 2 5 - 3 6  - 4 7

Regular Athletic Schedule         
Labor Day - Offices Closed

 

First Day of School for Students
PTSA Welcome Breakfast

8 9 - 5 10 - 6 11 - 7 12 - 8 13 - 1 14

PTSA Exec Mtg. @ DO 9:30 am School Counseling Discussion Group 9 
am

Back-to-School Night 6 pm (A-M) ACT

15 16 - 2 17 - 3 18 - 4 19 - 5 20 - 6 21

Gr. 9 Parent Mtg. with School 
Counseling 7 pm Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:30 pm Back-to-School Night 6 pm (N-Z)

C.H.I.L.D. Event 7 pm
BHEF Board of Director's Mtg. @
DO 7 pm

Senior Portaits 
Registration Deadline for 10/26 
ACT
Registration Deadline for 10/5 
SAT Senior Portaits

22 23 - 7 24 - 8 25 - 1 26 - 2 27 - 3 28

Jamie's Run for Love @ Wampus 
Brook Park 10 am
BHPA Carnival/Cider and Donut 
Festival to follow 

CH-WA-HCC-BHHS Spirit Week 
Traveling Pep Rally 7 am
Senior Portaits 
College Admissions & Financial Aid 
Workshop 7 pm

CH-WA-HCC-BHHS Spirit Week 
Principal's Coffee 9 am 
Senior Portaits 
PTSA Education Chair - Executive 
Functioning Speaker Event 7 pm

CH-WA-HCC-BHHS Spirit Week               
Homecoming Games
PTSA Welcome Coffee @ DO 9:30 am

CH-WA-HCC-BHHS Spirit Week 
Homecoming Games

CH-WA-HCC-BHHS Spirit Week 
Homecoming Games

Homecoming Games         
Armonk Outdoor Art Show
10 am - 5 pm

29 30 - 4

Armonk Outdoor Art Show
10 am-5 pm
BHEF Outdoor Family Movie Night Last Day for Schedule Changes
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