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The faculty, staff, and students 

of Byram Hills High School 

mourn the loss of Dr. H. Evan 

Powderly, former principal of 

H.C. Crittenden Middle School.  

Dr. Powderly played a key role 

in shaping the curriculum and 

structure of the Byram Hills 

School District that many of our 

children continue to benefit from 

to this day. He was a man of 

character, integrity, and kindness. 

We will always remember the 

words that he spoke each 

morning at HCC. “Make it a great 

day, or not, the choice is yours.” 

Thank you, Dr. Powderly.

DR. H. EVAN POWDERLY
A TRIBUTE

Congratulations to our senior 

science research students who 

had a very successful day at 

the Westchester & Rockland 

Junior Science and Humanities 

Symposium (JSHS) 2020.

Two first place speakers will be 

traveling to Albany to compete 

at the Upstate JSHS in March. 

Owen Skrilloff was honored in

Congratulations to our three 

National Merit Finalists: Christina 

M. Ferrari, Kallie B. Hoffman, and 

Elena M. Lowe.  Over 1.5 million 

juniors took the PSAT/National 

Merit Scholarship Test in October 

2018, and only 15,000 were named 

as finalists.

NATIONAL MERIT
FINALISTS

Congratulations to Sydney 

Glassman and Oliver Brocato 

who were named 2 of the 10 

finalists in the Stemanities 

national competition.  Sydney 

completed outstanding research 

on the influence of Snapchat use 

on anxiety in suburban teens.  

Oliver investigated what drives 

virality for Generation Z social 

media users.

 

This unique competition 

integrates research in STEM and 

the humanities and is sponsored 

by the Institute for Biomedical 

Sciences and Global Education 

Elite.

Both students now have the 

opportunity to travel to La Jolla, 

California to compete amongst 

students throughout the nation 

in the finals. 

SCIENCE RESEARCH
SUCCESS

Medical Science and Sam Aberman 

won a medal in Cellular & Molecular 

Biology.

In addition, two students will 

present posters at Upstate JSHS. 

Sarah Ilany placed third in Behavior 

and Allison Stillman placed fourth 

in Neuroscience. Alexa McGrath 

placed fifth in Biological Science 

and is an alternate for Upstate 

JSHS.

Finally, two seniors were recognized 

for their posters. Taleen Postian 

placed first in Behavior and 

Amanda Mackey placed third in 

Behavior. Congratulations!

STEMANITIES FINALISTS



Congratulations to Nick Skiera 

and Codi Kingston on achieving 

the rank of Eagle Scout.  For 

their Eagle Scout projects, 

Nick built a website for the 

North Castle Historical Society 

and Codi built benches for a 

local church.  Congratulations 

to Nick and Codi on this 

tremendous accomplishment. 

EAGLE SCOUTS SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

Byram Hills had two teams compete in the Lower Hudson Valley 

Regional Science Olympiad. 45 teams from Rockland and Westchester 

competed in 24 different events in the fields of Science and 

Engineering. 

The Byram Hills A team finished in 6th place overall which was 

impressive for having lost seven members of last year’s team to 

graduation.  

 

Event medals were won in the following categories:

 

Green Generation- Alison Zeng and Sebastian Vasquez

Science Quiz Bowl- Katherin Line, Jordyn Bernard, and Katy Petlyuk

Anatomy and Physiology- Luke Briody and Carolina Pedraza

Astronomy- Melissa Rivera and Ana Vataj

Chemistry Lab- Ana Vataj and Katy Petlyuk

Detector Building- Jen Mui and Katy Petlyuk

Disease Detective- Jordyn Bernard and John D’Avanzo

Dynamic Planet- Katherin Lin and Sebastian Vasquez

Forensics- Mia Dittrich and Leon Orlov-Sullivan

Fossils- Leon Orlov Sullivan and Ana Vataj

Geologic Mapping- Katy Petlyuk and Jordyn Bernard

Machines- Alison Zeng and Katherine Lin

Water Quality- Katherine Lin and Sebastian Vasquez

Ping Pong Parachute- Jen Mui and John D’Avanzo (first overall!)

 

The Byram Hills B team made up of almost exclusively underclassmen 

also took home the following medals:

 

Circuit Lab- Ben Chapman and Caleb Palappilid

Designer Genes- Ben Chapman and Caleb Palappilid

Disease Detective- Alicia Huang and John Ndocaj

Dynamic Planet- Alicia Huang and John Ndocaj

Write It/Do It- Arel Rivera and America Salazar (first overall !)

A MESSAGE FROM THE
YOUTH 2 YOUTH CLUB

February 9-15 was National 

COA (Children of Alcoholic/

Addicted Parents) Awareness 

Week.  This awareness 

campaign is designed to break 

the silence that engulfs and 

traps kids and teens living 

with parental addiction and 

offers the chance for children 

at risk to become children of 

promise.  1 in 4 children live in 

a family impacted by parental 

addiction and these children 

need attention, guidance 

and support.  Members of 

the Youth 2 Youth Club 

organized the Sweetheart 

Sweettart Campaign at BHHS 

on Wednesday, February 12th.  

During lunch, members of 

the school community were 

invited to write a note to a peer 

who might be experiencing 

a difficult time.  These notes 

offered messages of support, 

encouragement, kindness 

and love.  We may have no 

idea what personal battle 

someone is facing, but being 

compassionate and providing 

a hopeful message can be the 

first step in showing someone 

they are not alone.



On Tuesday, March 3rd, the senior and sophomore Grade Activities Boards are sponsoring an event right 
after school in the cafeteria. Students will be able to donate used prom dresses and tuxedos to help 
less fortunate high school students in our area. Operation Prom is the local charity that sponsors this 
program. How to determine if your prom dress is appropriate to donate:

-prom, bridesmaid, or formal gowns (short/long)

-trendy and fancy (appealing to high school students)

-free of damages and stains

-no long sleeves or velvet

-sizes 0-26+

You can also donate tuxedos, evening bags, jewelry, and shawls. Shoes, suits, or other clothing will not be 
accepted.

Please join us for this event. Have fun and contribute to a memorable prom for needy students. If you 
have any questions, please contact Mr. David Hubbs and see the attached flyer.

OPERATION PROM

“Spring Break” has grown into a major industry that now attracts as many high school students as their 

college counterpoints. The potential for abuse of sex, drugs, and alcohol remains a major concern. In 

addition, the popularity of international resorts as Spring Break locations has occasionally led to the 

exploitation of students who are vulnerable as minors and foreigners in unfamiliar cultures.

Before confirming any plans, we suggest that you check into http://travel.state.gov/ for more information 

about travel advisories and the country under consideration. We also suggest that you check references 

for any charter companies that you are depending on for flights and accommodations. Canceled flights, 

switched hotels, and even exploitation by local police have occurred to Byram Hills students in the past. 

This information is provided for your edification. The school district does not support or endorse “Spring 

Break” vacations or any companies that provide such services.  Additionally, student-athletes should fully 

understand the consequences of missing games or practices over the break prior to making Spring Break 

plans.

PLANNING SPRING BREAK?

Good Fan Behavior & Positive Sportsmanship:

· Cheer as loudly as you can FOR YOUR TEAM.
  A traditional cheer for Byram Hills is: “Oh when the Hills...”

· You should not make comments towards opposing players, team members, fans or officials.

· Respect the feedback from the adult supervisors with regard to any cheer which in their opinion is 
inappropriate.

· Remember your role as a spectator is to encourage your team. The competition takes place on the floor, 
not in the bleachers.

· Be loud and be proud! Go Bobcats!

FAN SPORTSMANSHIP

http://travel.state.gov/


Tuesday March 3rd
- School Counseling Discussion Group           
   9:00 am
- Operation Prom

Thursday March 5th
- The Varley Players: Guys and Dolls   
   7:00 pm

Friday March 6th
- The Varley Players: Guys and Dolls   
   7:00 pm

Saturday March 7th
- The Varley Players: Guys and Dolls   
   2:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Sunday March 8th
- Daylight Savings Time Begins

Sunday March 9th
- Spring High School Sports Begin

Tuesday March 10th
- Fashion Show Dress Rehearsal
   7:30 pm

Wednesday March 11th
- Senior Fashion Show @ 7:30 pm

Friday March 13th
- No School, Superintendent’s Day
- Regular Athletic Schedule

Saturday March 14th
- SAT Reasoning Test ONLY
  (No Subject Tests)

UPCOMING EVENTS

For Athletics updates

CLICK HERE

POP TAB PROGRAM
The Green Team and Youth Against Cancer have teamed up to collect aluminum can pop tabs to 
benefit Ronald McDonald House.  The Pop Tab program is important because it provides extra 
revenue that can help provide temporary housing for pediatric cancer patients and their families. 
Pop tab receptacles are located in the Main Office, Principal’s Office and elsewhere throughout the 
building.  
 

BATTERY AND LIGHTBULB COLLECTION DRIVE 
Byram is hosting a week-long districtwide spent battery and lightbulb collection drive.  Batteries 
and lightbulbs should never be disposed of in the trash as they leach harmful chemicals into the 
ground.  Instead, batteries and lightbulbs should be recycled responsibly.  Please bring in your 
spent household batteries and lightbulbs to be properly disposed of during Earth Week (April 20th 
- 24th).  Collection receptacles will be located in the vestibule at the front entrance.
 

MARCH SOFT SKILL
The soft skill of the month for March is: sense of humor. Countless 
studies have shown the tremendous impact that a strong sense of 
humor has on a student’s overall wellness. Being able to see the 
humor in situations gives a greater sense of perspective and can 
help students reduce stress and anxiety. 

QUALITY CONTENT

https://www.byramhills.org/athletics/sports-teams-schedule
https://www.byramhills.org/athletics/sports-teams-schedule
https://youtu.be/hX3qs7P3te4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QoOxUjs4pQ















