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New NYSED Instructional Requirements
Aligned with the new graduation measurement requirements, NYSED released 
new instructional requirements in two areas: 

Personal Finance Education Climate Education

● Budgeting and money management
● Credit and debt management
● Earning income
● Risk management
● Savings and investing 

● Causes of climate change
● Impacts of climate change
● Solutions for climate change

Comprehensive guidance from SED is forthcoming, which will include developmentally 
appropriate objectives by grade band. We are currently reviewing the NYS science 
standards, which contains performance indicators related to climate change, and 
updating our curriculum in Earth & Space Science, and middle school science.



Rollout of New Instructional Requirements

Phase-in 2026-2027 2027-2028 2028-2029

K-4 -- Personal Finance Climate Education

5-8 Personal Finance Climate Education --

9-12 Personal Finance Climate Education --

Instruction must be provided by to elementary students by the end of grade 4, to 
middle school students by the end of grade 8, and to high school students by the 
end of grade 12. The phase-in dates for the new curricular and instructional 
requirements are as follows:

NYSED Memo Nov. 4, 2025

https://www.nysed.gov/memo/standards-instruction/proposed-amendment-section-1002-regulations-commissioner-education


ESSA Accountability - HS Mathematics (Update)
Update to the Sept. 16 Board 
meeting about the NYS Report Card.
● ESSA requires 95% participation rate 

in HS for ELA, math, and science.
○ Middle school Algebra 1 counts 

toward HCC accountability. 
○ AP Calculus is an alternative to 

a state assessment. 
● Report Card indicates 42.7% in math 

due to COVID exemptions issued by 
SED.

● Next year, our report card will show 
92% participation for 2024-2025 
school year.

● I anticipate that the 2025-2026 data 
will show 96% participation. 



Update:
World Languages
Refresher Study
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Reviewed our efforts in world languages 
over the past 16 years.

FLES Study 
2009

Tri-State Consortium 
Oct 2015 visit and 
recommendations

Recent & 
current 

initiatives

Reviewed the research on FLES and other program structures.

Discussed our current WL 
offerings & programs 

Wampus HCC & BHHS

Reviewed & discussed the research findings from the 2009 study.

Slides from Mtg #1

SUMMARY OF SESSION 1

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zWJILbWhlMQcNCQi1nsseUG8LpKLQ_q0yNs6IXeIqV0/edit?usp=sharing


Experienced what it was like 
to learn Mandarin 

Thanks, Kelsey!

Reviewed and discussed recent research.

Reviewed the Wampus 
schedule and programs 

The instructional time is filled 
with the core academic subjects. 
Encore has interruptions with 
pull-out and music.

Adding a FLES program:
● What is eliminated?
● For all students or some?

● For speaking proficiency, language must be embedded 
in content (immersion).

● FLES instruction must align with elementary pedagogy 
and student development.

● Quantity (75 min/week) and quality (naturalistic) of 
language exposure is critical to success.

● Dual language (immersion) programs are more 
successful than FLES programs.

● Shortage of qualified language teachers. 

● Early learning impacts overall cognitive development.

● Goals of language learning must be clearly defined.

● Need a well-sequenced and structured program with 
administrative oversight and support.

SUMMARY OF SESSION 2



SUMMARY OF SESSION 3

Visited FLES classrooms in grades 3-5 at two local school districts.

Teacher Practices & Environment

● 100% target language use
● Use of visuals
● Involve all students; kept 

on-task
● Games
● Fast-paced & high energy
● Focus on vocabulary
● Connection to curriculum 
● Casual but high 

engagement

Lesson Characteristics & 
Instruction

● Repetition via 
questioning

● Use of songs
● Choral response
● Non-verbal cues
● Routines
● Multiple points of 

entry
● Fast transitions
● Clear learning targets 

Student Proficiency

● Can put sentences 
together

● Used multiple 
adjectives

● Reading and 
writing (upper 
grades)

● Reflect on language 
use

● All students 
volunteer & speak 
in front of class



SUMMARY OF SESSION 3, continued

What would be the implications of FLES in Byram Hills? 

BUDGET

● Cost of staffing 
Possibly 1-2 teachers at each 
elementary building for, full, 
high quality implementation.

● Cost of curriculum, materials, 
and experienced teacher

● Highly qualified teachers 
Need WL certification with FLES 
extension;
Elementary teaching 
experience.

CURRICULUM SCOPE & 
SEQUENCE

● What language to offer?

● What changes occur in 
grade 6 as a result? 
From the “wheel” to a 
regular class? 

● What happens in high 
school? 

WHAT IS REPLACED

● Encore cycle only 
does not produce 
desired results.

● What subjects get 
reduced time? 
(Trying to increase 
time in ELA, science, 
and social studies.)

To what degree does our 
community support K-5 

language learning? 



SUMMARY OF SESSION 3, continued

Discussed college language 
requirements and expectations.

College requirements vary widely, from 
some limited data we reviewed (by Kristina 
Wilson). For example: 

● Completion of 200-level course or 
equivalent 

● Completion of 3rd semester course
● High school AP score requirement
● Completion of two 100-level courses 
● Placement test
● No specific language requirement 

College WL programs are under enrolled.

Where to go next?

1. FLES (K-5) 
a. Study candidate pool
b. Study budget implications
c. Review impact at HCC/BHHS
d. Identify specified K-5 impact (trade-offs)
e. Study successful FLES programs nationally
f. Survey community interest & support

2. College Study. Conduct large scale study 
of college admissions and freshman 
programs to inform the 7-12 WL program.

3. Study Workforce What are the needs for 
multi-language proficiency for careers?



Creating the Leaders of the Next Generation!


