
September 26, 2020

To the Byram Hills School Community,

Yesterday marked 17 days of in-session classes at Byram Hills.  We are fortunate to have been able to bring our schools back 
- but every day we must focus on the safety measures needed to keep us all safe. One such measure is guarding our school 
community against the spread of COVID-19 when cases occur.

I am sending a community reminder this morning about District communication related to COVID-19.  On September 14th I 
sent a community message about a COVID positive case and relayed the Department of Health conclusion that quarantine was 
not necessary for other individuals based on the number of days that had passed since the COVID-19 positive individual had 
been in our schools.  I notified our community that unless you hear from the District and the Department of Health, there is 
no determination (after investigation) that a COVID-19 positive case would have affected you.

Today I write to remind you that we will have positive cases, but that anyone deemed by the Department of Health who needs 
to quarantine will be notified. Otherwise, I will not be sending notifications each time there is a positive case. 

I know that it is likely that we will have to quarantine parts of buildings or whole buildings when a situation warrants it, and 
we will be ready to do so to protect our school community.  Know that you will receive a communication from me, should that 
ever be the case.

Thank you for keeping your family safe so that we may all continue to go to school each day.

 
Sincerely,

Jen Lamia, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

BYRAM HILLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT . 10 TRIPP LANE ARMONK, NY 10504 . BYRAMHILLS.ORG

January 13, 2022

To the Byram Hills School Community,

I write to you this evening to share some leadership changes in our schools.  As of July 1st, 2022 we will have a vacancy in Coman 
Hill as our interim Principal, Karen Eldon, will finish her year with us.  I will be transferring Peggy McInerney to the position 
of Coman Hill Principal, effective July 1st. Peggy has been the principal of Coman Hill before, and is a strong leader who can 
implement the District’s vision.  We will begin the interview process for a new Wampus principal next week and I am confident 
that a strong leader will emerge there as well.

District-wide, we recently conducted an interview process for the Assistant Director of Special Services.  Karen Kushnir is retiring 
at the end of the school year.  On Tuesday evening at the Board meeting I will be recommending Colleen O’Connor (our current 
BHHS assistant principal) as the new Assistant Director of Special Services.  Colleen has an extensive background in special 
education and has been working closely with the department in her role as assistant principal.

Please join me in welcoming both administrators to their new positions for next year.  I am excited about their respective 
leadership roles.

Sincerely,

Jen Lamia, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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Regarding Lunch - a note from the Superintendent

The new guidance was silent about the lunch period.  Currently, students seated six feet or more from an infected individual at 
lunch are not deemed a contact and do not have to quarantine.  Students at Coman Hill, Wampus, and HCC are seated just over 6 
feet apart from one another at lunch. The high school students have lunch spread throughout the building. 

Since the surge of Omicron, we have tightened the lunch protocols in each building. Our school administrators and lunch 
monitors will ensure that all students adhere to the distancing while masks are off.  If any additional guidance is provided (I have 
asked for it), I will share that information. We are sensitive about the lunch room and keeping all students safe.

Thank you for your attention to this new guidance. I expect to receive information soon about contact tracing as well - so stay 
tuned.  

Sincerely,

Jen Lamia, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools


