
September 26, 2020

To the Byram Hills School Community,

Yesterday marked 17 days of in-session classes at Byram Hills.  We are fortunate to have been able to bring our schools back 
- but every day we must focus on the safety measures needed to keep us all safe. One such measure is guarding our school 
community against the spread of COVID-19 when cases occur.

I am sending a community reminder this morning about District communication related to COVID-19.  On September 14th I 
sent a community message about a COVID positive case and relayed the Department of Health conclusion that quarantine was 
not necessary for other individuals based on the number of days that had passed since the COVID-19 positive individual had 
been in our schools.  I notified our community that unless you hear from the District and the Department of Health, there is 
no determination (after investigation) that a COVID-19 positive case would have affected you.

Today I write to remind you that we will have positive cases, but that anyone deemed by the Department of Health who needs 
to quarantine will be notified. Otherwise, I will not be sending notifications each time there is a positive case. 

I know that it is likely that we will have to quarantine parts of buildings or whole buildings when a situation warrants it, and 
we will be ready to do so to protect our school community.  Know that you will receive a communication from me, should that 
ever be the case.

Thank you for keeping your family safe so that we may all continue to go to school each day.

 
Sincerely,

Jen Lamia, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

BYRAM HILLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT . 10 TRIPP LANE ARMONK, NY 10504 . BYRAMHILLS.ORG

December 14, 2021

To the Byram Hills School Community,

I am writing with three District updates on COVID-19 to keep you informed about changes to quarantine rules, as per the NYS 
Department of Health and the Westchester County Department of Health.  

1. Test-to-Stay - Effective in Byram Hills January 3, 2022

With the support of the WCDOH, the District will run a Test-to-Stay (TTS) Program.  The program permits that students K-12 
who are quarantined by the school due to an in-school exposure may take an antigen test before school for 7 calendar days from 
the date of exposure and may attend classes after a negative test result each day.  Test-to-Stay is permitted as schools have not seen 
transmissions between students when they have been quarantined for an exposure.  A few important notes:

• TTS is only for quarantines that result from an exposure at school - not for a student who is symptomatic or quarantined due 
to an out-of-school exposure.

• TTS is only applicable to students and is conducted with a parent chaperone and permission.

• TTS is only to attend classes.  The DOH does not permit the individual to participate in sports or extracurricular activities in 
person.

• Eligible students may not ride the bus to school, but may ride the bus home, if negative.

• Students will be tested at the District’s designated location (TBD) between 7:45 and 8:30 am with an antigen test (rapid 
anterior nasal swab test). 

• Students will test on each school day within 7 days from the date of last exposure.

• After calendar day 7 from the date of last exposure, testing is no longer required.  The student may take the bus to school, but 
the student should refrain from attendance at any extracurricular events as the student is still technically in quarantine until 
day 10 from exposure.

The District expects to begin this program the week of January 3rd.  If your child is quarantined by the school, you will be notified 
by the assistant principal of your eligibility to attend school using the Test-to-Stay Program.

2.  Gateway Testing in January

The District will provide a saliva PCR test for any student or staff member who is interested on January 4th, 2022.  Anyone who 
signed up for testing previously will be issued a COVID test to take home and return. This is an optional test.  Anyone who did 
not register to participate in COVID testing and wishes to have a test, please complete the following form to take the test on 
January 4th only.  You will not be included on weekly testing thereafter unless you request testing through Gina Cunningham at 
GCunningham@Byramhills.org.

Student Testing Consent Form

Faculty, Staff & Administrators Testing Consent Form

mailto:GCunningham%40Byramhills.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScut9luI5k479ZfmLLx3-yjklU6BpAXcGjQLdstGSgoQ2u09A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYB7x_lCl7vfoBvcrgRyy3DMQ1WaWFtMWBrb8h3htZzXwLtA/viewform
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BYRAM HILLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT . 10 TRIPP LANE ARMONK, NY 10504 . BYRAMHILLS.ORG

3. Remember the protocol! 

What is the protocol for when my child exhibits symptoms of COVID-19?

As per the NYSDOH 2021-22 Interim PreK-12 (9-2-21) guidance and NYS Health Commissioner Determination on Testing or 
Vaccination, all students, teachers, and staff with new or worsening symptoms compatible with COVID-19 must be sent home and 
excluded from school, regardless of vaccination status, until the following criteria are met:

• Documentation of a negative COVID-19 PCR, NAAT, or Antigen test result administered in a doctor’s office or medical lab

OR

• Medical provider documentation of a pre-existing chronic condition with no change in symptoms or an alternate acute illness 
diagnosis e.g. lab confirmed strep throat, flu AND that COVID-19 is not suspected

All must meet the preceding criteria AND be fever free for at least 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications and 
have improving symptoms.  Anyone not meeting the above criteria must remain excluded for a minimum of 10 days following the 
date of first symptoms.

Please notify your child’s assistant principal or school nurse if your child tests positive for COVID-19.

I hope that this information is helpful to you.

Thank you,

Jen Lamia, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

BYRAM HILLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT . 10 TRIPP LANE ARMONK, NY 10504 . BYRAMHILLS.ORG


